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PUBLISHER'’S PREFACE

About the Book

"The Sumerians were a non-Semitic, non-Indo-European|people
who lived in southern Babylonia from 4000-3000 B.C.E. They
invented cunieform writing, and their spiritual beliefs influenced
all successive MNear Eastern religions, including JlLdaism,
Christianity and Islam. They produced an extensive hody of
literature, among the oldest in the world. Samuel Noah Kramer
spent most of his life studying this literature, by |piecing
together clay tablets in far-flung museums. This short work
gives translations or summaries of the most important
Sumerian myths."

{Quote from sacred-texts.com)
About the Author
Samuel Noah Kramer (1897 - 1990)

"Kramer was born in 1897 in the Ukraine. In 1905 as a result of
the anti-Semitic pogroms of Czar Nicholas Il of Russia, his family
emigrated to Philadelphia, where his father established a
Hebrew school. After graduating from high school and obtaining
a bachelor's degree, Kramer tried a variety of occupations,
including teaching in his father's school, becoming a wr:ter and
becoming a business man.

He later stated in his autobiography, concerning the time when
he began to approach the age of thirty, still without a |career:
"Finally it came to me that | might well go back to my begin-
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v to utilize the Hebrew learning on which | had
ch of my youth, and relate it in some way to an
ure.” [citation needed]

blled at Dropsie College of Philadelphia for Hebrew
Learning, and became passionately interested in
He then transferred to the Oriental Studies
of the University of Pennsylvania, working work
lliant young Ephraim Avigdor Speiser, who was to
of the world's leading figures in Near Eastern
tion needed] Speiser was trying to decipher
pblets of the Late Bronze Age dating from about
Wwas now that Kramer began his life-long work in
g the cuneiform writing system.

ied his Ph.D. in 1929, and was famous for assem-
recounting single stories that had been distributed

between different institutions around the world. He retired
from formal| academic life in 1968, but remained very active
throughout his post-retirement years.

In his autopiography, published in 1986 he sums up his
accomplishments as follows: "First, and most important, is the
role | played in the recovery, restoration, and resurrection of
Sumerian litérature, or at least of a representative cross section

. . Through my efforts several thousand Sumerian literary
tablets and fragments have been made available ta cuneiform-
ists, a basic feservoir of unadulterated data that will endure for
many decadps to come. Second, | endeavored . . . to make
available reasonably reliable translations of many of these
documents to the academic community, and especially to the
anthropologist, historian, and humanist. Third, | have helped to
spread the fame of Sumer to the world at large, and to make
people aware of the crucial role the Sumerians played in the
ascent of civilized man."[citation needed]
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Kramer died in 1990 in the United States."

{Quote from wikipedia.org)
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NE. 1

PREFACE

HE Sumerians were a no

h-Semitic, non-Indo-European

people who flourished in
beginning of the fourth t

T

southern Babylonia from the
the end of the third millen-

nium B. C. During this long stretch of time the Sumerians, whose

racial and linguistic affiliatiojhs are still unclassifiable,
represented the dominant cultyral group of the entire Near
East. This cultural dominance| manifested itself in three
directions:

1. It was the Sumerians who dev
the cuneiform system of writing
all the peoples of the Near East 3
progress of western Asia would hg

2. The Sumerians developed re
together with a remarkably we
influenced profoundly all the peo

ploped and probably invented
which was adopted by nearly
nd without which the cultural
ve been largely impossible.

igious and spiritual concepts
| integrated pantheon which
bles of the Near East, including

the Hebrews and the Greeks. Mloreover, by way of Judaism,

Christianity, and Mohammedanis
and religious concepts have pey
world.

3. The Sumerians produced a
literature, largely poetic in char:
myths, hymns and lamentatio
wisdom." These compositions ar
on clay tablets which date largely
a In the course of the past hundn
thousand such literary pieces

1

m, not a few of these spiritual
meated the modern civilized

vast and highly developed
hcter, consisting of epics and
s, proverbs and “"words of
inscribed in cuneiform script
from approximately 1750 B. C.
ad years, approximately five b
nave been excavated in the
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Nippur in the course of four grueli
1889 to 1900; these Nippur tablets
therefore, the major source for t
Sumerian compositions. As literary
compositions rank high among the
They compare not unfavorably wi
Hebrew masterpieces, and like the
intellectual life of an otherwise littl
significance for a proper appraisal o
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iImber, over two thousand,
naterial, were excavated by
e mound covering ancient
g campaigns lasting from
and fragments represent,
he reconstruction of the
products, these Sumerian
creations of civilized man.
h the ancient Greek and

mirror the spiritual and
» known civilization. Their
the cultural and spiritual

development of the Near East can hardly be overestimated. The

Assyrians and Babylonians took the
Hittites translated them into their o
imitated them widely. The form an
literary creations and to a certain

ancient Greeks were profoundly

practically the oldest written lite
amount ever uncovered, it furnishes
source material to the archaeologist

ethnologist and student of folklore
history of religion and of the history ¢

In spite of their unique and extra
although the large majority of the t
inscribed were excavated almost
translation and interpretation of the
tions have made relatively little pro

over almost in toto. The
n language and no doubt
d contents of the Hebrew
extent even those of the
influenced by them. As
rature of any significant
new, rich, and unexpected
and anthropologist, to the
>, to the students of the
) literature.

ordinary significance, and
ablets on which they were
half a century ago, the
Sumerian literary composi-
gress to date. The transla-

tion of Sumerian is a highly complicated process. It is only in

comparatively recent years that
scientifically established, while the
numerous and far from resolved. By

trustworthy reconstruction and trans

however, is the fact that the great
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h which they are inscribed, and which are now
d in the Museum of the Ancient Orient at Istanbul
hiversity Museum at Philadelphia, have been lying
ied and unpublished, and thus unavailable for
nedy this situation, | travelled to Istanbul in 1937,
b aid of a Guggenheim fellowship, devoted some
hs to the copying of 170 tablets and fragments in
bllection of the Museum of the Ancient Orient. And
he help of a grant from the American Philosophical
better part of the past three years has been
e studying of the unpublished literary pieces in the
tion of the University Museum; their copying has
h. C

htion of this vast quantity of unpublished Sumerian
bts and fragments in the University Museum,
v 675 pieces according to my investigations, which
ossible the restoration and translation of the
brary compasitions and lay the groundwork for a
fnerian culture, especially in its more spiritual
tudy which, considering the age of the culture
t of the third millennium B, C., will long remain
for breadth of scope and fullness of detail. As the

writer visualizes it, the preparation and publication of this

survey would
series bearing
first volume,
tory in char
sources toge)
mythological
epics and my|

The five sub
consist primd

be most effective in the form of a seven-volume
b the general title, Studies in Sumerian Culture. The
the present Memoir, is therefore largely introduc-
pcter; it contains a detailed description of our
ther with a brief outline of the more significant
concepts of the Sumerians as evident from their
ths.

sequent volumes, as planned by the author, will
rily of source material, that is, they will contain the
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rash, an exgavation which has been| conducted by [French
hasalogists|intermiti#ntly and|with ko hg interruptians @lmaost
the preseni day. it was at this site that the first important
merian  manuments | were #xcavatéd, the obje
gscriptions the shajkus or princes pf Ligash. He
a3n one hundred thouspnd tabl
ating from the pre-Sargonid and|Ur 1] pericds.”

sefond major edcgvation gn a Symeran site % that
ducted by the Unlvelsity of P nnwlv%nia,the first Amperican

cxpedition 10 gxcavate i§ Mesapatamia, £l through the gighties
the ninete#nth centpry discyssions had been going an in
prican uhiversity cifcles peftaining [ 1o the feasib
phding an Arerican expedition to Irag, where both Britlsh and
ench had bean making extraordinary finds. [t was ngt until
BE7F. howevel, that lohn P. s, pro r of Hehrew in the
warsity of Pennsylvahia, succpeded ip obtaining mofal and
ancial suppprt from |varlous jndividdals In and abﬂut the

orsity, for the purgose of equipping and maintaining an
ey avating expedition in

FLATE . A SCENE RROM THE NIPPUIR EXCAVATIONS:
RQOMS OF THE TEMPLE "TAHBLET HOUSE"

ranized by the Univerpity of Pannsylvania more than 50 yean
with special interest and
pgard. For it |was the Nippur gxcavatipns, supported jover a
ber of yvoars by a refatively small p of PhlladelpHians of
' nding which pware respansible to no
all extent (for making Amerka "archacology-conscious.”
preover, it was largety the interest ard enthusiasm apoused
the Nippur discoverigs that led to tha founding and grganiz-
ing of the Unipersity Mpseum, ap institbtion which for @lmaost

the history pf Amerlchn archapology, the Nippur exp%;itinn,
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half 4 century had proved to ke|a [eading pioneer in all branches
of ﬂl'l]hﬂEﬂ|ﬂgif_‘E| Ok ivity.

The muins of Nippuy, amang the Lyrgest jn southern Mesopota-
mia, fover approtimately 180 Acres. They are divided into two
wa|l-nigh equal pans by the ndw dry bad of the Shatt-en-NIl, a3
canal which at one|time branched off from the Euphrates and
watefed and frudtified the otherwise barren territory through
which it flowed. [The eastern half cong@ins the temple struc-
tu including the zlggurat apd the group of bulldings which
must|have farmed 1he scribal sthool and library; it is in this part
of the mound t the "tabhlet (housq" was pxcavated. The
western half seemps|to mark thel rera ind of the city proper. 7

TH 1

A SCEME FROM THE NIFFUR[EXCRYATICHNS: RODMS OF THE
"TABLET HYUSE."”
For deserpadon, |jsee|appodty page. |

Iraq rnder the mtspi:es of the| University of Pennsylvania.
Nippyr, one of thi Jargest and |mgst imgortant mounds in Irag,
wias thosen, and|four long angd extremely difficult excavating
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campaigns werp conducted |[duFing the years 185950, 189091,
1893-59&, And 1§96-1900

The hardghips |and handicaps wgfe severs and discourpging.
One yourg archaeologrst digd i field, and there was hardly
a year in whith cne or the |other of the members gf the
expaditich did not suffer

succeaded in eicavating ap tely thirty thousand tablets
and fragments|in the coursg four campaigns, the [larger
part of which 4re inscribed umerian language and date
from the second half of the fthi illennium to the first hatf of
the second millEnnium 6. €.

The contents of these tablets rich and varied. The greater
part is ecpnorm ke in charactef: sists of contracts and kills of
cale, promissony notes and 5, lists and accounts,| wilks,
adnptiun;{cuu‘t decisions, ar lggal and adminkyrative
documents. Many of the ta lottars; some are historical
inscriptions: stl:l others a | in character, that is| they
contaln Bumerian dictionary |angd grammatlcal materjal of
pricelass palue [for our stu language, since theyl were
actually pompiled by the| afcight scribes themsehes. But
especially noteworthy is th raup of tablers dated pbout
1750 B. C. a which are ingcrl with the Sumerlan llreraw
compositions consisting pict and myths, hymng and
laments, prowve[bs and "wisdom."
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18

by -

material? What significant pfarmation jcan it be expadied to

eveal?

In the first place it is impnrtu:I ta nogte that more than pinety-

five per cent of all the &
character, that i, they cons

will= and testaments, lists
Because these documents fi
tradftional pateern which is

ments of the same charact
more complicated cases, is
these tablets which furnsh
picture of the saclal and e
the third millennium B, .
onomastic material 1o be
represents a fronful source
tion in and about Sumer durl

&

OF the Sumerian inscriptions

ane group consists of apprdxi

dedcatory Inscriptions on
from this relatively small
history of Sumer has been |
these inscriptions, too, offers

contents are usvalty brief a:[

and pattern of the 5Sum
followed to a large exten
inscriptions! the bilingual ma
All In all, therefors, except i
Sumerign historical matearial
interpret. 10

h

3

= I..!ﬂlli;l' anu-?ttn IB-HI;:

simple to transl

Erian| tablets are econgmic in
st|pf n nd rece|pts,
of sale and exchange, agreet:pe
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. [Ta these must be added an unce
pucavated in Ur which are to be pu

ihing two thousand and one hungdred tablets a

e is also a varied and importan
ith lexical and mathematical

rom deabers; these were publish
pproximately one hundred we

than a hundred pieces have foun
eum and the Ashmelean Museum:

blished by
MAuseum in the near future, 12

by far the majpor part of our [Sumerian

Il'rtera
re axcavated by the Unkwerstty of Pennsyl

pania g

fragments,
tablets, wi
Hippu{ 50
have foun
Sppt
Musel
hundred a

imately eight bundeed are in the
m ¢f the Ancient Orlent In Istanbul; alm

fitty years aga. OF this number, jover ane hundry
their way to the University of lona in Germa
ssion| of the

|y
located in the University Museum at Philddelphia
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Sumerian Mytholopy

it is no exgggeratian 10 state, therefore) that it is th
expedition |of the University of Pennsl.rrania which
credited in|large part with the recovery gnd restoratio
ancient Sumerian literary gompgositions| a5 written
i well wolth noting that (thess

rate the

Enmerkar,
ner of the

Leviathan,
their co

nd perhaps the
nts, which obvigusly

saurce material for our Sumperiap mythojogy, will be ched
with considerable detail in|the (followi the
Tammuz s deallng with the o ctlon
will be omifted: the contanty are ftill too ghscure for regspnably
safe interp ion. 13
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The hymps th roval and divine, & The latter consist of
SONEs uf’E: i exaltation directed to all the more impor-
tant defti mearian panthean; they are quite diversified

which followed
those of their

g more barbaric
mpositions as the

Ir chies by the surroundl
raryunper of such Biklical

which lament the destruction of the ciy of
Een restored and publishad," and a slmilar
ing with the destruction gf Nippur and its
e process of being restarefl. In addition it is
o nstructk large

-OLDEST LITERARY CATALOGLE

5 3 literary catakegue compiled in approx-
. [clay tablet 29.15.155 in the Nippur callectian
Museum). The upper paft represents the
ower part, the author's hand copy of the
f those compositions wh actual contents
struct in large part are as follows:
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1B. Perha

19, Col
Sumer.

20, Wisdpm compositions descrlbing the activities &f a
cribe.,
m cotrposition, "Instruct

training
21. Wisdy
16

o the tpmple of the mofher-goddess Ninpursag in

le, "Lugalbanda and En
*Inannp's Descent to th
s a hymn to Inanna.

=}

hbheas

hulgi (approsimagealy 21

ipit-Ishtar {appr
ation of the Pic
a, queen of heaven.

thort hymns to

2" (5@

B.C.).

imately 1950 B.

p- 51},

the time
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on of Suter,

a4 Peasan
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parts of la By
whale, and 97
the "weefdin
of a composion| which laments a calami

Agade dudring thie relgn of Naram-Sin wh
part of the s

And so r
Sumerla

o
over tha| Ng

Proverhs
number gf
warious Ii
the Reed)”

f

bl

m'3

h
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L
-
w7
-
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e
T

s Ao §
s

PLaTEN
OLOEST LITERARY CATALDE
{For descriplan, see sppashe page.)

ntation

ther" type| Finally we now have the larg
that befell the|city of
> ruled in the [earlier

third millennjum B8, C.14
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r the destrubtion of SumeE as a
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ther that pt present may be best described as

r part

finally 19 the wisdom|compasitions of the
the wisdom Iterature curgent all
mplified by |the Biblical 8gok of

|| pithy, and|pointed proverbs and aphorisme; of
heh as “The Bird and the|Flsh," "The Tree and
Pickax and|the Plow," "Silver and Bronze"; and
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didactic compositions) kong and short,
| of pwhich are|devdted to a depeription| of the process of
scribal grt and of the advantages which fidw from

fuate ded of the scope and quantity of SUmerian
may be abtained from thHe contepts of a hitherto
tabet in the |Mippur gallection |of the

useum whichl | had the glnd fortyne to idengify and
gf the past pear. Thes tablet & not a
| it i1 literary catalogue, That i, it lists by
title |one group of Sumejian literary| com
It |was one
B. C| who wro
Fatalpgue, the
= which it lists.| His purpose in
doubt practi
8. | a large number of| lterary cpmposi-
sizef were currgnt in Sumer, inscybed on
and dimensions [which had to be Randled,
pr. 5ome of thel scribes|in cha
or palace "tabl
and |list the names of this ar that group of
d for purposes of|referende oszentidl to the
filing of the regpective tablets,

ﬁue tablet|is in|almost pe
ipches in lgngth and 1% inches in wLIdth. Smallasit i,
by dividing eagh side into fwo col

Cript, succpede ing the[titles of 5
rian Wterary compositions, The first forty tithes he |[divided
t of ten by ruling a dividing line between nuNF:rs 10

enty-

he divided ipto two wnegqual Rroups, the first

& 110 Fu-rgu-ilttn B-th W, forgottenhaskd.org



26 N ongotrenBaoks.ora
consisting of ping, And the segond, of thirtee n tiles. And what is
most interestin least twenty-one of the itts which this
scribe listed |n Nis catalogue pre of compositiops|whase actual
contents we naw reconstruct in large part. Ngedless to say,
we probably e?::e- actual euts of many mofa|compositians
whose titles llgted in oul Nippur catalogus. [But since the
titleof a

F1G. 1. THE PRIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SUMERIAN

SYSTEM|[OF WRITING

The cuneiforin system 17 of writing was probabhy|originated by
the Sumearians. ofdest [nsecrptons unearthpd to date-over
one thaousan and fragments from the latter half of the
fourth millenpiym B. C. which wera excavated jn|Erech in very
recent yearsrarg in all likejihood written il the Sumerian
languaga. BUt I hether or pot it was the puamerlans who
invented the|sc t was cgrtainly they who in the course of

Wwias 3 pictu
2 word wh
the ohject p

until their pi
second diffic
within effoct

der it too unwie

Cctive writing
ized by the
umerkans and
illenmium B.

iting: each slgn
:Ln reprase nted

sely related to,
nf | this type are
nd the huge
dy for practical
difficulty by
of the signs

¢ and kept it
Ipful devices.

wurer [orgottenbogkyorg
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The most significant of these consisted of SUbstitdfing phoneatic
for ideographic values. The table an the [oppo
prepared fgr the purpose [of illustrating :1; twoffold develop-
ment in the cqurse of the (centunios; a d ripton will

be found in|note 18,

UM ERLAMN 5¥5TEM OF WRITI MG

FIG, L. THE QRIGIN AND DEVELD Rkl ENT leHE
i For descripton, see oppodte papk and n

1B.]

the first part
of knowing
the tithes of thpse whose texts we have in lJrge but whose

rst lines a roken away| It goes withaut, 5aying fhat the siy-

Sumerian literfry compaosition consists usuglly o

umbear runs
in southem
of wisdom,
n to believe

srillennium|B. £. i ry Indication thHat thi

fnta the hupdaeds, Should|the ancient city of Eri
Eumer, the center of Enki, the Sumernjan g

ever be thgrobghly excavated, there s good rea

II.‘-* 2010 Forgothen B-a-mllu | W lorgottenhogky.org
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that||our a8 oLEumerian lterary compositions will be
mnlarg d. 16

tpe scppe and contents of Sumerian literature. Let
us n tufn ko the prablerm of dating in order ta see what
ent made In the preceding pages that
Sumfrian lfteqaturg represents the oldest written literature of
any s|enifi amount ever uncovered, The tablets

II. NIPFUR ARCHAIC CYLINDER

To jJ g f the script, the Nippur cylinder illustrated on this

platg| {338 the Nippur collection of the Liniversity Musaum)
may (Hate arly 4s 2500 B, €. Although copied and published
by tfl= la orgs Barton as early as 1918 20 ws contents,
whigh cen bout the Sumerian air-god Enlil and the goddess
Ninhgrsag, still largely unintelligible. Nevertheless, much
that|was upkrown pr misunderstood at the time of s poablica-
tlon ()5 now| graduvally becoming clarfled, and there is good
reasdn to hppe that the not too distant future will see the
I:ettgL part nErts contents ready for translation.

PLATE IV, GUDOEA CYLINDER

from E.|de Sarzec. Découvertes en Chaldée (Parks,
[. 37)illustrates cne of the two Gudea oylinders
a pm)}:matehr 2250 B. C. They were excavated by

Lagafh more than half a century ago, and both
ow In the Louvre, They are inscribed with long

d Hingirsu {anather name for the god Ninurta--
his tgmple In Lagash. The styke of the composition
nced|and points to a long preceding period of
.|in which much literary material must have been
written down. The contents of the two Gudea
cargfully copled and translated by the eminent

& 2010 Fopgotbe Dok WPy, I'nrguilt-ml:n-uk.-l.nm
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French Assyriokgist, Thureap-Dangin, as pan ai the first
decade of our dentury. 19 The Sumerclogigal [advance| of the
pver, makes new franslation

past several decades, ho
imperativa,

HATE N
MIFPLA ARCHAIC CYLIMDER

[For descriptipm, ser opposie pagk.]

PLATE I
GUDEA CYLINDER [ For oesaription, seejragk (LB
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themselvwes, to judge from t
avidence, were inscribed int
penad following imme

& SCript as
2 Early Posp-Sum
upan the fall of th

of Ur, Just as a rough
wrlting of the tabks
As for the composition

so-cdlled Gudea cylin
2250 B L., and of t

building and dedicato
penad, roughly 2600-

Iterature of the Sum
latter half of the thi

it not been, for oxam
have very little Sumerfan lite
Sumerlan period.

Now |et us compare this da
literatures known 1o
might have expected gn anc
rate with s high coltyral de

te with that ;
at prEsent. In Egypt. for

f refere nge

5 created
niurm 8. C.

arlier p-erinI

nt written|li
velopment,
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from the pyramid inscripfjons, the| Egyptians in all probabi
did have a well dove written literature in the
millennium B, C. Un nately it must have besn wrltt

little hope that encugh
reasonably adequate cr

it will gver be recovered to g
<action pf the Egyptian |teratu
that ancient periad. Then| toq, thare is the hitherto unkna
ancient Canaanite |iteratufe which has been found inscr
tablets excavated in the(pgdst decady by the French at Rashie
Shamra in northern Syrla.
number, indicate that
developed literature at png time. They are dated approxim
1400 B, ., that s, thEyT

lat=r than our Sumerian
Babylonian [erature as|esemplifiad by such works as the |Ep
of Creatan,” the “"Epig pf Silgamesh,” etc., it is not |on
considerably later tha ur Sumherian lterature, but (al
includes much that |5 bnn‘J‘o Iy fram K. 22

g =an

We tum now to the anci
most profound influenc
civilizatlon. These are theg BII:IE
creations of the Hebrewk;
with the epic and mythi
contains the literary pr
which contalns those nclent |
collections ware writte i
first hatf af the first millepnium B.|C. Our Sumerian literaju
inscribed on tablets dat
therefore antedates th
nium, Moreower, there
the Bible, of the lliad 3nj Odys=e
dvesta, as we hawe th

redacted by compllers f

ich contains the li

e
fy:)
=
[ = E
=
[= B
s
e
5§
- &
ol
==
@
4=}

. and of the Rig-veda
een modified, edited,
rs with varied motives
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diverse poifts off view. Mat =0 cur Sumleriap literature; it ha
come downl|to u as actually inscribed by the ancient scribes

four thousdhd years age, unmadified apd yncodified by latdr

compilers 3

has it re
available td

impeded the deqipherment of the Sumeridn Iterary tablets
Why has soiflittle progress been made in|the peconstruction an
translation ff their contents? The factars respansible for th
unfortunate) situgtion are twofold: linpuistgic, the difficuli
presented gy the grammar and vocabplary of the Sumeria
language; and texytual, the problems arlding put of the physi

First, the lifguisti
an Indo-Edropean language. It belohgs [to the so-calle
ied by Turkis

innish. None of thes
doser affiliation 1o

r dead. [ts deciphe
ible task, wern it n
Zlready me
only adapts
retained it

Fian their basic disdi

compiled ay be described as ual syllabarles

dictionaries{l in which the Sumerian rds| ar phrases we
translated gto their own lanpuage, Accadiap. In addition th
#kso draw intgriinears of the Sumeran litPrary compositio
in which gach Bumerian line is follgwed by s Accadiap
translation. || Accadian, being a Semitkc tongue related to
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pted tran

it millzngium B. C|

af actualby compiled so

cside of thg tablet is

=f  Sumer
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hrgety unprodudtive.
Llations were almost

thy and danferaushy mjiskeading. It is obly in 1

afthough the
atime in the sa
nided Into Twi
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relatively earty,
terial far the

E the knownm
Sumerian, the

Ing correspon-
ars frequently

ry that when
ilingual Irerary
Han ohly, the

Fﬂe&d in many
ntireby untryst-

he last

Y

he Babylkonian
nguage, which
by in make-up
the "Chlcagn”

n of which was|recently published by
ental Institute.|23 i §s illustrated on

issicn of the

FLATE V. "CHICAGO” SYLLABAR
7 dictionaried and wgbaries compiled by
eerlbes to aid fheir study of the Sumefian
red their bisic discipfine, varied congider
structure, Dne of thy most usaful ag
bary, a scieptific e-ditil:
ard Hallock] of the O
plate W, which is reprqduced here pe
niyersity of Ago Press, It was inscribgd In the latter part of

dicatians are that it

illennium B. C,
E_ and each half
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# subdivided into fogr columns. The sgcond golumn cgntains
the cuneifarm sign to pe explajned, whilg the thyrd columin gives
the name by which the Babylgnian scribes dentffied it The first
column writes out pHoneticaly the Sumerian word which the
sign represents, while the fourth column g its gemitic
translation,

PLATE VI. NIPPUR GRAMMATICAL TEXT

This plate {from Arno|Poebel, [Historical pnd Grammatic
{Fhilade|phia, 1914), pl. GO [lostratas| another type
text devised by the Semitic -;clr"'h:aﬁ to further their knowl
Sumerian, It is primafily grammatical in charagter, The|tablet
ariginally cantained 1§ columns. Each column is{subdivid
two halves. The left hplf contdins a Sumerian grammatical unkt,
such as 3 substantivd or verbal cumpj:. whilg the ri

gives its Semitic trandation. This tablet 5 much cldart
"Chicago” syllabary; it|belangsita the sa
materlal, approsimatay 2000 8. C. 24

PLATE Y
“CH[CAGOY T SYLLA RARY

(Foor descripilion, see opppste pape

—
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largeby as
Grammat

tific basi

il tdrioys and far o

o

L

o

.| Ta

sitjon.
=4 from dupll

fackor, the m

)

me and
in the p
Tablets,

blets, an

rary cfo
ut whole

The break;

e

MATEW

LF‘F'U R GRAMMATICAL TEXT

e scrlpdfon, tee page 32

result of Arno Paebel's Grundzige der

S that Sumerian grammar has been
for the lexical problems, these still
resohed. 26

Etressing as the linguistic prablems

ess of reconstructing and translating
are not insuperable. The major
serlous stumbling block, is the textual
specially those inscribed with the
sitions which are largely unbaked,
am the ground. Usually they are in a

ry.| and not| ipfrequently In a wery fragmentary
OTetting thi& disadvantage is the happy fact that the
critles made re than one copy of any given

he tablet may therefore fraquently

o
;EE pleces which may themsehves be
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mere broken fragmeants, THus in the caTse
to the Nether World" (see|p. B3), | ut
fragments. In the case of the recently

Feats and Exploits of Ninu
fragments. To take full ad
consequent restorations,
much a5 possible of the
But of the Mippur literary t

not appear until a relative
tances, the trustworthy

translation of our Sumeria
scale was obviously impossi

| first realized this situation]and its implications in
# decade ago, whike work|ng in the Oriental Ingtitu
University of Chicago as a| member ol its Assyri
staff. For in that year died Edward Chiera, the
copied more of the Nippgr [Rerary material th
comhined. Lang a member] of the facuky of the |Lni
Pennsyhrania, he devoted much of his ime and gne
his stay thare to the copying of moare than two hufdre
tablets and fragments In the University Museum

he took his copies with hi
taok to publish them In
death, the editorial de
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entrusted me with
vo{umes for publig
negd upon me
rpret the m
and until
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o pasthumous
the contents
translate and
Iy inadequate
lished material
avallable.

feparatig
AT As th

efforts on the

nty months in

Su

ap
un

by
th

ingcribed with =
hupdred are hym
tops: the remaini
proverbs and “wisg

In khe past two v
the epic= and

miterial, togethar
which | copled Int

eran  literary

h study of the

d spant some

rient, where |

d and sewenty ry tablets and
ately this still

bv five hund this Musaum

United 5tates

ted pr energy to the
blets and frag pur collection
Museym, in identifying
hundred and uncopied and

' ction, almaost

Il the terary rmpaterial copied and published
ars working in the Museum in the course of
des. d seventy-five
niy-five are

¢ and| mytholgglcal ia: same three
al in gharacter fifty are pams of lamenta-

and fi
ns.

hundrec insorihed with

mipoasitid
are ¢

5. Byl Iall the availpble published
with ttat part|of the [unpublished maternal
he Muspum of {he Ancient Orjent at Istanbul

ong
nrlll.'ll

efforts

utilizin

rs my
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| the Univepsity
nnstructing | the
rian epics (and
restoratidn of
wing chappers.

and all the |relevant unpublished material i
Mysoum at|Philadelphia, | succdeded in re
larger parts |of the texts of twerty-fpur Sy

5: 28 this is the basikc source mateyial fort
Suerian mythology 1o be sketched if the fol
As for the scientiflc editlon of thgse epics anfl myths, that i
aditians consisting of the reconstructed Sumerifn texts with|line
by (line tranglations and commemtary, these Gre now in|the
pracess of (preparation; uonless |the| work Lr unaxpeciedhy
interrupted, [they should be completed in thH course of| the
coming two er three years,
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THR $COPE AND SJGN [FH]AI?IE OF SUME}
RIAN MYTHOLOGY

seMnces, exact and Aely 4 produdg

ningteanth century; | velopmeant
dosehy n that of comparptive philclogy) the science
ta lanphage and literatufe. The phefomenal grawth| of
ampa e philology ttsel] was due primarily to the
tion thak [both Sanskrit, the language oF the oldest sadred
literaturp pf the Hindu peoples, as well as(Fend, or Ol [Pe
the languppe of the olde
peoples,| were Indo-European languages: that ks, they belong 1o
the same family of languages as Greek and Latin. Theli

b

TH kcience of compartative mythology. like alrmos

mevival
based

and Iranlans, and this ked naturalky and dird
study ofkhe myths and lege

If of the nifetegnth
udy was nTne: 1o

Moreover| toward the end |of the first ha
lnew and unexpectad field of |

I this time that the

ian cuneifolm sdript
phered, and mu ppical matepial juas
recovered, What gdded impetug and excitemeny 1o
of research was| the fact thal it offered |a re
pproach to the study of the {Yd Testameng Fgr it

e evident that spme of the OK] Testament fnatqrial
logical in character, sinee it p ; ented clear parallels
Blances to the myths recoverad from Egyptian pnd
Babylonlap sources. And sathe study of qpmparative mythjlo-
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gy following in the footsteps of philplogy and ligguistics, was ng
Inllger restricted 10 the ancipnt Indo

th# ancient Semites ynd Eg

Approgimately at [the same|ti

of bn almost enti new
of |fundamental [significan
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Mych hitherto pnknown
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of the universe and t e cleatian of man, it will
cortinue with tha myths of Kur ing pf three versions of 3
dragon-slaying if and of th 1nna'5 Descent to the
Mother World. will concl n outdine of three
interesting misgel nenus rnyth AII in pll, fpherefore, it is hoped
tha the reade
Sumerian nythplo
of the cubure|inyohled, is
surprisinghy full In

icH. :unﬁldenng the age
hroad in scope and
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net B properly arrangad. In 1936 after | had sent off fo the
Revugld'assyridlogie my first transigtions of the myth "Inpnna's
Descant to the|Nether Warld" (see|p. 83), | decided to make|a
dricyk effort to recanstruct the cgntents of the poem, [whidh
abvigqysh seerred to contain a chaming and significant|<tory.
Ahd ftlwas then that | came upon the clue which enabled|me: 1o
anrange the piefes in their proper cnder,

This ¢lue crystallized from an effective wtilization of two spyli
saturps which| characterize Sumeran poetry. The first
i yranks very low in the scabe of lartistic technique but

1 rn e point [of view of the decipherer is truly a boon,

¥ be restored from the othar.

nd stylistic feature, it may be thus sketchef, THe
uses two dialecty in his epk and hjc
campgeitions, the main dialect, and another known 33 the
Epvesal]l dlalect| The latter resembles the main dialect very
elp e and differs anby in showing several regular and ch
ristic |ghonetic yarations. What is more interesting, how
e fagr that the poet uses ths Empsal dialect in renderi
diect peach of a female, not male| defty; thus the speadhes

ingnnd, queen pf heaven, are regularly rendered in the Emespl
digleg]. 33 And|so, on examining carefully the texts befor
dalizpd that what in the case of Reveral passages had bedn
ten ko be 3‘11 1

& 2010 Fanmm Boodex WY, ?r!umlnlmqh_nm



46 | 5

oy

ForgotenBooksary

actually containad  sppech of the goddess Inanna in whichishe
regeats in the [Emesal [dialect all that the poet had previgus
described in nayrptive form in the main dizlect. With

PLATE ¥} GGD3 AND THE NETHER WORLD

'rJnJa of the more [remarkible contributions to art made by
Mdsapotamia |s|tHe cylinder seal. Invented primarily for|the
putpase of ideénkifying and safeguarding ownership of goods

shipped or =tgrgd,| it fame to be used in time as a kind

r our study of Sumerlan mytho
cially is th|s the cylinder seals current in Su

the watar-god [Enkk with the flowing streams of water an
swimming fishps. ediatelty behind him is his Janus-f

messanger ki ¢ plays an impartant role in saveral o
Enki myt hs. fising out of the lower regians is Utu|t
sun-god, with

knitfe and fiery rays. The female ﬁﬁ
stapding on tap| of the mountain, near what seems to

E\r perhaps b Inanna. If the figure tg the
left with bow | nd {5 intended to be Gilgamesh, we have |n
the protagonksts of the tale "Gilgarmesh,
Enkidu, and th har World." However, it is ta be noted thit
Enkidu is miss nd| Isimue, wha is picturad in tha degign,
no part in the stofy. And so any close connection betwedn
thd design and tHe epidtale is improbable,

& 2010 Fopgotbe Dok W, I'nlrguﬂ-ml:n-uk.-l.nm
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In the central design|none be identiﬁsld with
reasonable certainty] In th of the picture we Inote a
deity who seems to|be nji r regions|and is
presenting 2 maceli 0 the left i4a god,

perhaps Gilgamesh, chopping downla tree
whose trunk [is hen ght| half of the|design
seems to dEpL‘ta rital scd

The bower detlgn ma cally the meaning ¢f such
a phrase as, 1The ndther i im" {sae p.|35), In
the right half of th notg 3 pof actually :Ichin a
flaming mourtain {in|5u rd mefning "mountain® is
the word used reguljchy f Ta the right of the

flame with d torch.
; and ring who may
balf of the |de<ign
Il: both are ipside a

mountain is A god
Behind this deity is
perhaps be igentifi
porntrays a god holdi
MmouRtain.

from

[Reproduced, | by pe,Tnissi n of the Macmillan Compan
der S¢ak {Londan, 1939), plates XIXp, XXa,

Henrl Frankfort, Cyli
and XVII1j-)
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poem. fnd in the Jourse of the pstﬂlear | identifi

cormmct

The st
upon a
plantad
waters

m; this |was published in 1928, 34 The
the pogm still rempined largely u in'.:ElIlglble, and

I succeeded in

had several
nbul 2 bro

PLATEVII
GO0SAMD THE NETHE mﬂ ALD [For descelp¥on,
SEE [ Page.)

ForgopenBosksary

piocing togethery the first part

er
en |prism inscri with the
and copied
¥ Musaum at PHil{delphla. 35
tes | inscribed with| the poem;
of = text can n

a fdassage here

Etched, runs as follows: Once
trep, perhaps a

34: : It wWas nu
rates, But the Jouth Wind tore atfit, root and

L~ Ii;rlﬂ Im‘;ﬂlﬂ?ﬂﬁ Brooker o wurer [orgottenbogkyorg
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brovght it to E
it in{ her hoby
whe
=14,

Yea

her;t
“whp knows n
birdt-a mwthal
had |placed its
tion
and
and
chamber, she r
huluppu-tree.

arsalf and

L

zver joyful

Gilgamesh
k Heracles)
laint and

the road)
hundred
" at the

What did Inann
an gbject calleg
che made anot

n, while the
n of heaven

hthe tree grd

K unable 1
}harn
ung.
had builk he

her bruthr

4

passed, the| tre

an.
w b
ouc

iral ¢

I
m

peate

cut

- ho
aid,

tha

g

maturad and grew

L 4D

ates flooded it with its waters. Inanna,

Eupfr
. wiing by, took the tfee in
T‘;, the seat of her main
There she tended
'ﬁ, she planned to make of s wood a chair

own the tree, For

hed bitter tears. An

tig. B
Tits

" had built its nest.

atura which at times wrdught mischief--
In the middle Lilih

CAnd s0 poor Inangna, the light-hearted

her hand and

nctuary, and planted
most carsfully. For

t Inanna found
base the snake

In its [crown, the 2u-

the maid of desola-

d as the dawn broke

sun-god Utu, arode from his skeeping

to him tearfully all

at Sumerian haro,

d in Erech, uuerhj

usly came to her
minas--about fifty

that had befallen her

the farerunner of the
rd Inanna’s weeping
He donned his
s--and with his

S,
ound

talents and seven
-he slew the =n

wha had accomp
presented it to Iha

the base of the hy
kku {probabhty a dr
ed object called t

{fm ;

the tree. Seaing which,

inas

n weight--over
ho knows no
¢ Zu-Bird fled
tore down her house
was @ooustomed to
nied [ilgamesh now
hna for her chair and

m), apd of its crown

IuppulFrEE she made
e mikku (probably a

& 2010 Forgotben B-l::-ﬂh
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his gallantry.

bt was quite as
t¢ of the nether

M} pukku, who wi
M mikku, who wi
negher world?

% chigs, and said

pukku, | will b
mikku, | will b
ar|world.

and gave then

:I;rid and

. Enkidu, his con

M| master, why dc

h both t
Follows
fivity Wil
[0 penet
cormes i
"bacaus
he mikk
in the gfound. Gi

h thesa t

ligible
of the

ul. And w0
cried with

sUCcass]

| bring it
| bring it

up from th

istant fol
to him:

pot thou dry, why is
ng A up

ng [t up fromthe "

0 Gilgamedqh, evidently
a passage

e altholgh it is in pe

fell into fhe nather w

was unaple to readg

Lp from the "face” of the

fower and gompanion, he

rom the ngther workd,

ForgotienBa ra

a
of twelve lihes
chjects whpse
ct
et
ng
d,
mesh put in [his
1 them: he putih
he seated himgelf
allen faca: j

ain, it contin
ry of the yo

b nether world

prd

heart sick?

e of tha neth-

Tharegpon Gilgarmesh waged him ¢f the dangkrs invohled in|his
plan t¢ dascend to the nether world--a splendld passage, I:Llef
and|cancide in describing the tabogs of the Igwer regions. Said
i eshito Enkidu:

If fow thow wilt defscend ththe nethedworkd,

Award | speak to thee, takd my ward,

ice | offer theo| take myladvice,
Dg not put on clean clothes
Lakt the (dead) heqjoes will gome forth Jike enemies;
L =] Iﬂllﬂ' Forgoten B-ll:n-ﬂh
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Dp nat ancint thysetf with the pood gil of the vegaal,
I at itz small they will crowd abdut thee.

ot throw the throws-stick in thd nether wordfl)
they who were struck down by the throw-sfitk will
und thee;

ot carry 4 staff in thy hand,
the shades willflutter all about thee.

ot put sandals on thy feet,

2 nether workd make no cry;
nat thy beloved wifa,

not thy beloved son,

ike nat thy hated wife,

ike nat thy hated san,

thy "cry” of the nether world wil| seize the
cry) for her who i leing, for her pwho is Ivira,

se holy body no garment cove
s@ holy breast no cloth wraps.

But Enkidy heeded notthe advice of his mfagter and hy gid the
very things against which Gilgamesh had wamed him.ﬂ.':fﬁu he
Was seize the nether word and was unjhle to reajdend to
the earth. | Theredpan Gilgamesh, greath trpgbled, prn-:ie ded 10
the city of Nippur and wept before the gneqt air-gad Enlil, the
god whao Ln the third millennium B. €. way the kading|deity of
the Sumefign pantheon
O|Father Enlll, my pukku fell Inte the pether wolld,

ikku fell inte the nather worl
t Enkid u to bring them up to
has|xeized him.

the nethey warkd

& 2010 Forgotben B-ﬂ-lﬂlrl,t g ilhr!uﬂ-ml:n-uh.nm
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Namtar {a deman| has noq seizef him, Ashak (a demon)
has not seized hjm,
The nether world hasEei:ec him,

Mengal, the ambpsher, whp spare no cne, has not

SRl hirm,
The nether world haspeized Rim.

In Battles wheara haraism k displayed he has net fallen,
The nether word haslsezed jim.

But Enlil sed to stand by Gikgamesh,|who then procesded to

Eridu and repeated his plea beforg the water-gad Enki, the "god

of wisdom.| Enld ordered the sun{ecd Lty to cpen 3 hole in the

nether wofld and to allow the ghade ot Enkidu to ascend 1o

aarth. The}un-gnd Ltu |did a5 bidden azr the shade of Enkidu

appeared 1o Gilgamesh, Master] and [servant ambraced and

Gilgamesh Questioned Bnkidu abqut wHat he saw in the nether

wotd. The [passage from here tofthe end of the poem is badly

broken, bug the following partly eptant Falloquy will serve as an

illustraticn:{ k
Gilgamesh: "Him who hasjpne 5o hast thouo seen!”
EnKidu: "I have qeen.”

Gilgamesh: "How is he trepted?

EnKidu: {Answer broken)

Gilgamash: "Him who haskwo sens hast thou seen?™
Enkidu: "I have gean.”

Gilgamesh: "How is he repted

Enlidu: {(Answet broken)

Gilgamesh; "Him who hasghree sgns hast thou seen?
EnKidu: "l have §pen."

Gilgamesh: "Hnl is he trepred?!

EnKidu: ". .. mugh water Re drinks.”

= Ill.llﬂ' Fnrp'llttn ok

wurer [orgottenbogkyorg
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F HEAYHN AND EARTH
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" World." The one
| collection of the
34, 36 The ane 1o
e Museum of the
prism copied by
marked passages
the universe: far
e 37 and note

[AND EARTH

of the University
Mduplicating pleces
"The Creation of
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Be page
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Gilgamesh: “Him who hagfout sons hast thoy seen|”
Enkidu: "I have seeq.”
Gilgamesh: "How ishe ed?"

Enkidu: "Like . . hifhearyyejficas.”

e [tons hast thou|seen™

Gilgamesh: "Him who hay
Enkidu: "I have seern.
Gilgamesh: "How ishe 1eg
Enkidu: "Like 3 good sai
He brings justice ta

?ﬂ
t arm has|been(opened,

Gilgamesh; "Himwho haggix gons hast thou geen?™
Enkidu: "I have sper."
Gilgamesh: "How iche tragted ™
Enkidu: "Like himw ng:neg the plow his hegrt rejolc-

5,

= IHW' Forgthen B-ﬂ-::nh | wiwrey. [orgottenbaokd.org
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Anoghel

And
ton
Su

intel

Fo

igi

DUl poem

which furni
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Sle part o
After hea
After eart
After An
After Enli
prize;
After he

After Enk

Against t
Agalnst E

prds, 301t is thelin

“WFl8s

: "Him wha has fewven sons hast thou seepl”

ed[P"

: "How is he tredted™

of the cregtion of

After the fame of man hag

After Ereshkigal had been garr

n had been m
had been sepa

d camried off hepven
ad carried off r‘tT

d set sail. after he had set sail,
After the father For Kur ha

sat sall,
r ¥ur hagd sot shil; p, 38

king the small ¢nes it (Kur) hurled,

kl, the large onef it hured;

& 110 F::rguﬂtltn ok

gads he, ..

regt in the nether world|'

ed| away from earth,
ted from heaven,
bekn fixed;

ed off inta Kur as fts

hody bes (unburied) in the

duction to this composi-
hes the most sigpificant material for
the universe,
he introductlenjreads as follows:

the
The
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Its small gnes, stoneq of the hand,
I= large gnps, stonedoff| . . reeds,

The keal of the boat of Bnki,

In batde (like the attdc storm, overwhe lm;

Against the king, the wdter at the head of the baad|
Like a wdlf devaurs,
Against Emki, the w;ﬁr @t the rear of the boat,
Like a liap strikes dodm

If we paraphrasge and analyre khe contents of thi
may be worded as follows: JIEI'I and earth, ofigi
ware separated| and mowved ||away from ea
thereupon the cpeatlon of man|was ordained.
god, then carri
earth. All this
ocourred somethi
counterpart of
of the nether
goddess, was carfi
No doubt to av
attack Kur. The
dragon, did not s
against the kee
attacked Enki's b

ariginally was
p nether world,

to da with the
basic contents of pur Gilgamesh composition; it was plaged at
the head of the poem only Bedhuse the Sumeridn scribey were
accustomed to begln their storlgs with several Injrndu:tnr'r lines
dealing with creation.

k introduction that we pbiain
nic concepts:

it s from the first half of |t
therefore the following cosme,

IIlilliil' Forgotten B-ﬂ-ﬂklt W forgottenhaskd.org
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L. At one time heaven apd edrth were united.

E. some of the pods egisted befare the separatipr of heaven
nd earth.

B. Upon the separation of Heaven and earth, (it , 35 might
nave heen expacted, |[the |heaven-god An ]Nh carried  off
neaven, but it was the fir-god Enlil whe carried |offithe ea

mong the cruchkal points ngt stated or Implled i this pdssage
re the following:

. Were heaven and egnth donceived as creatpd
whom?

lapd if 5o, by

F. What was the shape bf hepven and parth as porjcdived by the
LU e Fians ?

8, Wha separated heaven frqm earth?

Fortunateby, the answhrs these three queii ns cgh be
gleaned from several pthed Sumerian texts da rl from our
neriod. Thus:

L. In a 1ablet which gwves al list of the Sumeran|peds, 41 the
goddess Mammu, written fith the ideogra of "sep" is
Hescribad as “the mothr, who gave hirth to heavan jand earth,*
Heaven and earth werd thegefore conceived by the Sumerans
as the created productsjof the primeval ses.

irth in heaven of the spirits|af cattle and grair, ullhn wen then
ht down to 2arth 1o Bring prosperity 1o manking, peging with
the following two lines:

EThe myth "Cattle and Gra|n” (see p. 53], which|describes the

= I..'.'lilliil' Forgotber) Broodes o a;hw.l'nlrguﬂ-mlm-uh.nm
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After on the moyntain ufguau.rn ariflaiarth,
An had caused the Anunrdki (his followers] to be bom.

aarth united were concevad as

th areﬁle, that heaven anf
bottom of the earth and whose

wtain w&use basa was th

It is not unreasonable th assu
ast

p of the heaven

kax| [s=e p. 51), whic
ad atim“EW this waluahl

dufed i the followin

3. The myth "The Creation of 1
describes the fashioning and
agriculiural implement| is ing
passage:

The lord, that which is app

priate yerjly he caused to
appear,
The lord whote gecizions

re Ynhattejrable,
Enlil, who brings Ep the seed of the Jardd from the earth

Took care to move away N n fr arth,
Took care to moye away eqrth{from hgaven.

And 5o we have the ansder to oyrthi qulst on; it was the ain
god £nlil, who separated[and remiaved heaven|from earth.

if now we sum up the cnsmn-gn:ll: or cre;ric;u concepts of th
Sumerlans, evolved to eiplain thq origin e universa, th
may be stated as follows

1, First was the primevil sea, I'rlrhi:g i sald of ts orgin :I
birth, and ®t is not unlikzly that [dhe Jumetians concewed it 3
having existed eternally.

2. The primeval sea begot the £9smie mgqurgain consisting of
heavan and carth united

L= ﬂllﬂ F:Irrgmt:: .B'IHI'IH LT, rmFMnch.nm



Sumerian Mytholuy Wl B
3. Corgeived as gods in human form, Il {heaven) was the male
and K||{earth) was the fémale. From their union was bogoften
the airpgod Enlil,
PUATE X. MISCELLANEODUS MYTHOLOGICAL SCENES

The ypper design depicts the rIsi:T of Utu, the sunigod,
identiflable by his fiery rays and sawiknife. He places his| left
oot gh a3 moyntain while attending |deities throw open|the
Eates.

In the femnd design gwp of the deitids are dentifiable. At|the
extrenie right is Enki] the water-god enthroned in his ||'sea
house{[' perhaps the house desclibed in "Enki and Efjdu”
(see gl 62). To the | the center k5 Utu, the sun-god. |With

vs and saw-kni
ile the cther

ain, is still unige

ird design depi
£ in his boat

igts

{ He stands wi

the scene s
47). The ste

hole. In the
dess, perhaps
{ga0 p, 57), or

what is proba

and a humbn-headed lion. On

h one foot an 2 wi

hoat are wanous

to be identified as
Ashnan, the goddess of

hiy a divine connubiy
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{Repraduced, by permission ¢f the Ma:lnillan Campany, fram
Henri Frankfort, Cylinder Seals, plates XVIllg, k, XIXo, and XV1.|

FLATE X

hAISCELLANEQL S MYTHO LCR IR BCENES
[Far detordptioo, sae oppatie page

father An carried off heavan, Enlil himsel carried off his mother
Ki, the earth. The union of Enlil and his her Ki-in historical
times she is perhaps to be idantified with the goddegs called
variously Minmah, "great guagn'; Ninhymsag "queeq of the
{cosmic] mountdin”; Mintu, "queen whg|gives hirth"1-set the
stage for the organization of the universg| the creation of man,
and the establisHrment of civilization.”

&, Enlil, the alr-gpd, separated heaven fropn earth, and {vhile his

THE QRGANIZATION OF THE|UINIVERSE

The Sumerian ﬁ:pressiun fo "unh.-rer!I' is an-ki, | literally
"heaven-earth." The nrganizati{lnf the 4niverse may ther=fore

be subdwided into that of heaven and tpat of earth) Heaven

'I.'-IP 1 Fu-rgu-'lttﬂ: ok i I'nrgui:lt-mlm-ul-;.-u.nm
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consists of [t
the "great

surface of

wild axen.'

Manna, the

Ly, the syn-pod, who rises i the *

st in the

ST |

ch is called
cans{sts of the
it alled the
deities.

any baat or chariotr used by the sun-god Utd 1o Tavdrde the sky.

MNor i it cleay just what he d

to the sun-po

n

u

which reads: 4

, shepherd of theland, faher of the bl
pepple,

Whern thou liest down,[the pegple, too, lle dénwn,
O herp W, when thold risest, fhe peoplé

orfromade

A i
As Lt

il

it broke forth, asgthe horlzon grew
p came forth fronp his ganunu,

cription of the break of dawn which reaxly:

ﬂ!ﬂlﬂFu-rngnMu

10D, [rise.

r

brightg ...
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ot

ugh the o

sumerians sgemed T
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eription of the setting of the sun which redds: 46

e forthwith [fted head to the boson of his

hgal;

5 Ef

have [conceived of Wy as|skeping

ight

Turning to th

Enli
whi
asts
the
pro

T

10

was the watdre-g

i
es

ing neighbo
Sumer, Ur, an

1ot

and
ta

The

the Ifir-g-l::m:l a

Enki, reqver, who actually organizes the egrth, and
cially that papt of it which ingludes Sumer and its qurround-

h Enlil and Enki, th
ho send Labar, the c

is, hoth
le-god,
in order

neir spacific d
d t
Ashnan, the

ake aburldant its cantlg and g

abhove ogtlin

up

or if large pa
ared Enlil ang

of the grganization of the universe]is based
merian nythswhoss contents we now haye wholby
It. ofthese inu:llue the moon-god Nahna; they
Ninlil, the Bepetting <of Nanna; The Jqurney of

nine Su

Harnna to Ni

for
cult
Enli

Chooses

the Sum?ian
pre and givill3

ur.

the

The remy
cahcapt
ation an
Farmer-g

Hining

seven are of prime i

rtance

E of thie arigin and establsbment of
earth] These are Emesh add Enten:
pd: The Creatian of the Pickax: Cattle
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; Enkilang Ninhursag:|the Affairs of the Water-god;
Enki and $umer] the Creganizatigg of the Earth and its Cultural
Processes) Enki jand Eridu: the |lourney of the Watergod to
nna 3nd |Enki: the Tnsfer|of the Arts of Civilizatdon
from Eridy to Ergch) We shall novr progeed to sketch briefly the
contents @f 2ach off these myths;|thelr wealth and variety, it is

hoped, will enfible the readeif. to |evaluate the Sumerian
mythokogical conce pts together wyth their spirtual and religious
implicatiofs.

ENLAL AND NINLIL: THE BEGETTING OF NANNA n

This delightful h| consisting afi152|lines of text, 49 is almost
complete.| k sae 1o have en (evohed to explain the
begetting |of the m"Inn-gnd Manpp as|well as that of the threa
underworld deftjes, |Nergal, Mind3u, and a third whose name is
illegible. I right Eterpreted thif poem fumishes us with the

first known example of the mprphosis of a ped; Enlil
assumes the for thres diffesgnt indlviduaks in Impregnating
his wife Ninlil with the three nethgr warld deities.

The poem begins Wwith an introfpctafy passage descriptive of
the city of Him. a Mippur sTms to be conceived as
having existed e the creation of njan:

Behold the 1bond of heaygn arjd earth,” the city, ...

Behold Nipgur, the city, {].

Behold the kindhy wall,"J'm:

Behold the Msalla, its purd rivdr,

Behold the Karkurunna, & qudy,

Behold the Karasara, its|/quay where the boats stand,
Behold the Pulal, its well|gf g water,

Behold the Mnunbirdy, itdpure canal,

Behold Bnlil| its young m

r

& M ﬂl Iﬂrgﬂ'ﬂ?;ﬂfl Brooker wurer [orgottenbogkyorg
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Behpkd Ninlil, i'rnlyrcgmg malid,

Behpld Nunba unu, it old woman,

After this bnef backgnoupd skefch the actual |story begins.
Nunbarchegpnu, the(“dld matnj]': of Mippur, N'rlil's mother,
I

instructs hen davghter hpw(to obtain the kove of Enlil:

ose days(thg mother, her begetter, pays advice to
the fraid,
Nunparshegunu|gaye advig= 1o Ninlll:
"At {he pure fivér, § maid (at the pure river wash thy-

The pright-eyed| the lord, the bright-eyed.,

O Ninlil, walklalgnglthe ha£knf the ldnunbirdu
The [great mgurtaip,' father Enlil, the bnght-ayed, will

The shepherd . . who decyees the fateq the bright-
. will sest .
ill. ... hiewill kiss thae,*

Minlil fall her mother's instructions and as J consequence is
impregnated by "the * of Enlil and conceives the moon-
god Manna, [Enlil thep depprts fram Mippur in+th direction of

the nether world, bui isffollowed by Ninlil. As h# I9aves the gate
he instructs (the “map of the gatel’ o give the |inguisitive Minlil
no information of his|wherpabouts. Ninlll come$ up to the "man
of the gate"|and demjands ko know whither Enfl Has gone. Enlil
thean

PLATE Xl EMLIL ANDININLIL: THE BEGETTING OF NANNA

callection off the Uniersity| Museum) that was ished by the
late George|Barton SEI"? as 1P18. 47 s cpnfents, though
ohbvipusly mwost sigpificant for |Sumerian mythology, have

This illustrates the obwerse of a| tablet {EEDI i{zthe Nippur
Ukl

= HIIW' Forgotten B-H:h | ey, [orgottenhooky org
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ely pnintelligible all these years, Sumerchogical
e cpurse off the past quarter-century and the
ne Juthar ofl nine additional fragments (eight in

n made {the reconstruction and translation of
sble. The mdrked passage contains the following

den-lilli i-qu dnin-1§ ih-ud

dnu-ng menir i-du kipsikil mu-un- . ..
den-lilili i ka-gal-rd gl mu-na-dé-a
Id-ki-gal | }-gissi-gay-ra
-gi3iu-dies lu-gisyi-gar-kug-ga

FLATE XL

NLILANC MIHLIL THE BEGETTIMNG OF NANMA
(Far desgHpilen, e opposdie poge-]
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seems to take the form pof the "man of the gate” pnd answers
for him. The passage invglved is asyet unintelligible; it seems to
contain 3 refusal to divylge Enlil'y whereabduts. Ninlil theray-
pan reminds him that while, true gnough, Enljl |s his king, she is
his queen, Thefeupon Enlil, still impersonating ['the man of the
gate," cohabits|with her [and Imprégnates het. Bs 3 resul Minlil
conceives Meslamtaea, more commonky kno Ea Nergal, the
king of the nether world| In spite gf the uningefligijle parts, the
flaver of this ramarkableg passage will be readily agparent fram
the following quotations:

Enlil . . | departed from the|city,

Murnaryir {3 nanpe of Enlil)|. . . departéd frodn the city.

Enlil 1.Elmll:l, Nin|ll followed,

Nunampir walked, the maid followead,

Enlil say= to the man of thegate:

"0 man of the gate, man of the lock,

2 man pf the holt, man of the pure logk

Thy quten Ninlil & coming;

If che akks thee aAbout me,

Tell hey not whede | am."

Minlil approached the man of the gate}

"0 man of the gagpe, man of the lock,

0 man pfthe balk, man ofalhe pure logk

Enlil, thy king, where & he going?"

Enlil answers herfor the mpn of the gate:

"Enlll, the king oflall the lands, has commanded mea™:
Four lines follow containjng the supstance of this chmmand but
their meaningI:s nl:rs:urL. Then comes the following dialogue
between Ninlil|and Enlll] the latter impersonating the "man of
the gata":

L =4 Iﬂl L1 Fu-rgudttn Hr | LTLET rn'r!u'lllfvtﬂlm-ulu_nm




Sumerian Whytho oy
Ninlil: "Tn
Enlil: "If p

The

Enlil walkd
Mupamnlr
Enlil says
the man-

"0 man offthe river of

devouring
Thy queen
If she ashs
Tell her ng

- this time|i

respects, t
ibing the hegening of Mesla

e, Enlil is thy ki
w thou art

“JP. |67

g, but | am thy queen.”
uean, lat my hand tough thy .
ing, the bright "water' is in iy

the bright 'water' is in my

b 'water' of my king, go

i the "man of the river

= Ii;llﬂ' Flnrgu-ﬂtn IB-HI;:

Jay down in the

Flod

nother
of the

man-devouring river’| whom Enlil imperto-
e gassage| s a repetition of that
aa; thus;
d. Minlil follpwed.
walked, the majd Followed,
the man gf the river of the nether world,
wauring river:
the|netherwarld, the man
rivar,
Ninlil is corming
thee about [me)
T where | arL "
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The s

dialogpe betwesn Ninlil

man

The H

o then contl

A,

L

world, the man-gevouring river;

devouting river,

worrld, the manjevnuring rwer:
“Enlll, the king

heart,
heart."
let it po taward garth,

ward earth."

Having klssed h
The "water® of
ower {her] heart.

Ninlil approached the man of the river of the nethgr
*© man of the river of the nether wordd, the mant
Enlil, thy king, where s he going?"
Enlil answers he| far the man of the river of the nether
all the lands, has commanded ma."
Lbstance of the gommand is unintelligible. Fﬂ”ﬁ thE

and Enlil. the latter impersonaging th

of the river of the nether workd, the man-devourin

Minlil: "True, Enl|lis thy king, but | am thy queen.
Enlil: "If now thou art myy queen, [et ity hand Tough thy|.

Ninlil: “The 'water' of thy king, the kright 'water' {5 jn my
The 'water' pf Nanna, the bright ‘watalr' s in fry
Enlil: "The 'water' of my king, bt it go toward hegwan,
Let my "water.' like the 'water' of my king. goito-
Enlil, as the man|of the river of the nether world, the
man-devouring fver, lay down intha. . ..
He kissed her, h%:nhabited with her, p. 47

. having cohabited with her,
inazu, the king of . . ., he caused tg flow

Tes with the begetting of the [third
underworid deity whose name is illegible; this time i & the

ForgothenBo gk Loy

ar:
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tumprian Mythology WL 6
"man of the boat" whom Enll impersanates. Our myth then
comjes to a glose with a brigf hymnal passage in which Enlil is
exaked as the lord ¢f abundance and the king wmse decrees
are nnaltterahle.

THE JOURNEY QF NANNA TO NIPPUR

ians of khe third millennium B, €., Nigpur was the

spirftual cenger of their country. its tutelary deity, Gnlil, was the
leading pod pf the Jumerian pantheon; his tempi, Ekur, was
the Important femple (in Sumer, Anhd o, tha blessing of
Enli| was a grime estential fpr the establishment of prosperity
and|abundarce in thie other important cities of Sumer, such as
Eridu and U To oftain thi blessing, the tutelaty deities of
thete citles were copcelved |as travelling to Mippul laden with
giftq for its @od and pemple, Our myth 50 describes just such a
joutney from Ur to Nippur ol the moon-god Nannal(alse known
as Jn and Ayhgirbabpar), the tutelary deity of Ur. In this myth
as [p the praceding Enlil-Ninlll composition, the cftles such as
Nippur and Ur seem fo be fully buik and rich in animal and plant
life |although man sefms to e still nonexistent.
Beglnning wkh a deyeription of the glory of Nippuy, our poem
confinues a passager descriking Manna's decikion| ta visit his
fathar's rity!

To 2¢ 10 his gy, to sgand before his father,

Ashglrbabbal set hi;;E\ind:

"I, thig herg, 1o my city | would go, befare my father |

would stand;

. &lnf to my ity | wosld go, before my fathey | would

stang,

Before myy father Enl§ | would stand!

=1l
1
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I, ta mycr
stand,
Before my

And 50 he hbads

plants, and animal

and his boat ma

2Irives at Nippur:

At the lapi
dréew up hi
Ashgirbab
his beg

Ta the gatakeeper of Enlil he §:

At the lapis lazuli quay, khe q

Manna-%in
At the whi

Onthe . ..
salf,

ForgoteniBosksary

| would go, |bafare my mather Ninld | would

ather | would stan

lazuli quay, the ged}
boat, At the white R
ar drew up his ba

r. he statione hiri

Hrow up his boat,

the father his ek

W5
penthe house,

Dpen the kouse, O p ind genie, ¢pen theil.:use,
Cpen the house, thau who mi jest the trees cofrle
forth, oper the housa, |

Q... who|makest the frecs dgame forth, open the
house,

Gatekeepef, cpen the House, [Jf protecting genip/ open

the house,

The gate kee par opens the doornfor N3

na:
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Simerian

blhows-

LA Enl

e two pods feasy;

Mythclogy

Joyfully, theigate

e EpE
joyfully,
The pate kedper )
He who mak
The gate kejp-er

With Sin, Enflil rejpiced.

“In the river|give
In the fleld glve
In the swamplan
In the forests give me .
In the plain give me . ..
In the palm-@rove and §
wina,
In the palace give me k
To Url shallrgn.'

il accades talhis sbn's rd

He gave hirr, Enlll gave
ToUrhew
In the river he gaje hin

I joyfully open
The protacting genie who makes the

pened the

o dpotr;
as the tre cumefnrth,Evf
jyfulld apened the duor;

Hhow,
h grain,

me grass and needs,

. p 49

inevard glve me hanay

ng life,

quest:
hirm

r

overflow,

In the field ke gaye him

In the forests he gave
In the plain he gave hi

In the swampland he giw hirm grass 3
I

In the palm and 4
wing,
In the palace he gave h

much grain,

m...

m long life,

reass co

fineyard he gaye him hyg

= Hlllﬂ' Forgotten B-ﬂ-ﬂhf
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MESH AND ENTEN: ENL|L CHQOSES THE FARMER-GOD

| stary, althpugh
urder. It consists

eaning of the t

rg estaklish [abundance nd PEEF‘EﬁW in the land. For this

gaat to give hirth 1o the ki
Cow and calf he caused to

Enten caused the ewe ta ?{j birth to the lamb, che

The fish pf the sea, inthe swampland he had them lay

their

The furrpws . _ .,
Garain and crops he cjused

the closes| extapt Sumerian parallel o the

which arel complete: because of the numer-

netrate. Tentatively the comtents of the poem may he

it |s impossible ta make out the

ir peneral direction:

ForgotenBosksary

ends with a reconciliation
over three hundred lines,

is therefore often difficubl

o bring forth trees and grain

thers Emesh and Enten, are
tpecific duties, The text is 5o

ultiply, much fat and milk
wild goat, the sheep, and

e,
fhe wide earth he had them

yard he made to abound ho-
d, he caused to bear frui,

bo multiphy,

= Iﬂ1|
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Sumerinn hythology

Like Ashpan {the grain goddess), the kindby maid,
Faused strength to appear,
Emeash Brought into existence the trees ‘Lnd the f

wide the stables and sheepfolds,
s he multiplied the produce]
. e caused to cover the earth,
Fhe abundant harvest he caused to belbrought info the
e caused the granarnies tao be ndaped hi

But whatever the nature of their original |dpties, a Fioknt
quar IEyrealﬁ uwt hetween the two brothers. Several argu-
ments epsue, arld finally Emesh challenges Engan's claimfte the
pasitipn|of “farmer of the pods.” And so0 they Hetake the pselves
to Nipper where each states his case before|Enlil. Thuq| Enten
comp aiIs to Enkl:

TE XIl. GODS OF VEGETATICON

ns deplet a deity in chose relatjon with
Bn two gods are guiding B |plow,
a lion and a wormlike drager. In the
olding 2 plow in front of hinj. [Behind Rim is 3
hich sprouts a plant and o
nt of him a deity keads a wo
ms, In the lower design an
is travelling in a boat whos
prow ends In the body

t.

seems to depict an offering i[:r ne tot
A worshipper carrying a gazel

s¢ holdlng a vase, from which Fow Two stre
water, The warshipper stands befare another gaddess w
perhaps|be identified as Inanna in the rcle ¢f|the god

& 2010 Fopgotbe Dok S e orgottenhookiorg



T I W ForgotenBosksary

oy

war, But it is the two deities to the laft|of the inscriptions which
intergst us here mostly, 8oth [seeny o |have ears of grain
sprowting fram their shoulders, put the male pod is equipped
with |club and bow, while a ra{\ fro hsﬁ: his feet. He may

perhaps be |identified as Lahadr, th le-god, while the
goddess facimg him may be Ashman, the grain goddess (see p.
53,

{Reproduced] by permitcion of ghe hﬂacmlllan Company, from
t MXa,

Henn Frankfgrt, Cylinder Seals, plate e, and Xl¥e.)

GODSOF WESETATI L
(For deseription, see onpodle page.|

O fﬁher Enfil, knawledge thay hagp given ma, | brought
the water of abundance,

Farm(] made touch farm, ) heaped High the granaries,
Like Ashnan, the kindty maid, | fauped strength to ap-
pear:
NowEmash, the ... . thefirrevgreny who knows not the
hear] of the fie ks,

= ilﬂlﬂ' Fu-fgu-ﬂﬁn ok WPy, I'nrguﬂ-elnl:n-ul-;.-u.nm
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On mwy fifst strengeh, on nwﬂrf-t powel, is engroaghing:
At the|pdlace of the king .

Emesh's versipl of the quarrell which pogins with peveral
flattering phrasep cunningly directed 1o win Edlil's fayor, §s brief
but as ywet unintdlligible. Then:

Enlil answers Emesh and Hnten:
producing water pf all the lands, Enten if its

r of the gods he has produred|ave iI:I,
. Iy son, how dost thou comjpane t If wWith Ea-
y prother?”

The exalped word of Enlil whosa ning is profapnd,
. )

The decition taken, is unaltarable, whd dares frafsgress

rnt the knees befpre Enten,
ause he brought| . ., the wing of thejgrape and

sents Enten wh:E Rold, silter and ldpls [azull,
rheod and friendship, happily they i;i:u.nl out

to act wisely and well they datermined.
uggle between Emesh and(Enten,
:'e steadfast farmx of the gods, having ploved
han Emesh,

O father Enlil. praise!

THE CREATION QF THE PICK
This poem coE ting of 108 lings 52 is pragtically m‘T:IEtE,
although nat w of the passjges still remain olsc and

& 110 Flu-rgu-ﬂtn B-ﬂ-::nh | i thr!uﬂ-ml:n-uh.nm
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the universe,

known, wea still have little insight inte their ave g, inte hei
conpotations and impljcations. For the b round (an
situption which these woards arld phrases imphy aid assurme | stil
alude vs; and ft |5 this baqkgrownd and sltuation, part and pgreoe
of fhe Sumerian mythelggical and religious partern and
known to the Sumernan phet and his "reader,” whigh are so yita
1o § full understanding Of the text. it is only H the grafua
accymulation of living cgntexts from Sumerian|Iferature tha
wa may hope to averco m'idifﬁmlnr; asyet it is best to
close to the literal word. The introductory passage feads: o

The lord, that which is appropriate verily b caused 1o

appeaar,

The lord whose dicisions are unaltterable

Enlil. who brings wp the seed of the land from the earth,

Took care to move awsy heaven from earth,

Took care to move awsdy earth from he

In order to make grow the creature whic me forth,

It the “"bond of hgaven and earth” (Nippygr](he stretghed

out the. . .

He brought the pickax

forth,

nto existence, the{ g

He Introduced Iajnr, d
Upon the pickax

His pickax of gold| wh
The pickax of his hou

His pickax whose| . 15

cread the face,

nd bjsket he directs the 'jpower"
Enlil made his pickax exalted,

head is of lapis aTuIir

. of . .. silver and go(d,

lapis lazuli,
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Whose tocthis a

The lord called up the pickax, de

He setthe kindu,

Before Enlil he {

Upon his black-haaded people he |
The Anunnaki who stood about hi
pickax?) a5 2 gift ip their Nands

He placed it [the
They soathe Enlil
They give the pic
hold.

g gther important deities add to its

}ﬁ:&r Enlil had created t

opem roncludes with a

[

he pickax s described in|glowing terms:

The pickax and tlle basket huild :itEf-,

The steadfast ho
howuse the pickax

The steadfast hoyse it causes to p

The house which
The house which
The pickax makes

Of the bad . . . pITnE itcrushes mj:

Plucks at the roo
The pickax spares
The pickas, its fa
The pickax is pxa

CAT

the holy crown,

an¥) covers his |

with prayer,

2 pickax and deg

nd,

3% to the black-head

o

ng passage in

se the pickax bui
establishes,

is not submissve

s tears at the ¢r
the ... plants;

d.

'TLE AND GRAIN

L

psp

rebels against the kine,
[s kimg.

e i

it submlssive to fhe

n

decread by father Bnlil,

& 2010 Forgotben B-?-ﬂhl

apd,

his

ad st adfastly.

ad p

ity axa
and uf
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tHe |
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King.

ts fare,

ane-horned ox ascending(a large wall.

head,
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The myth 52 inwvclving Lahaf, the cattle-
Ashnan, the grain-goddess,
Cain-Abel motif in Near East mythology.

accprding 1o our myth, were geaated in the

the gods In order that the Annpnnaki, the ch
of the heaven-god An, might|have food to
weiar, But the Anunnaki wer.
the products of these daities it was to rea
thax man was created. All this|is tol In an I

od, and hi [sistpr
resents another variatini:f 1&
g

unable to make effectns

bar and
reation cham
ldren and fall
eat and chg

medy this 3(
troductory

wh|ch, because of its significaqnce for the §
the creation of man, is guoted in full o

d

earth and the cultural ben which they bg

It those days Enki sayd to Enlil:
"Father Enlil, Lahar and Ashnan,

Let us cause them to descend from t
At the pure ward of Enki and Enlil,

Lahar and Ashpan de
For Lahar they (Enlil agd Enki) sat up
Plants, herbs, and . ..

For Ashnan they establish 3 house,

Lahar standing in his sheepfold,

Ashepherd Increasing(the bounty of
he;
Ashnan standing amang the crops,
A maid kindbly and bouptiful s she,

Abundance of heaven| ..,

of
paeiage following the introdpction is another poetic
ribes the descent of Lahar and Ashngn from he

They who have bean qreated in the Qulkug,

nded from the Dulkug.

hey present 19 him: p. 54

merian oo
pages 72-

Stow G I'I'IEIE ind

e Dulkug.”

the sheepfdld,

the sheepfold is

£ 2010 Forgotten
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Sumerian Mythclopy

Laharand Ashn
In the assemb
Inthe land the

But then Labar and As
to quarrel In the far
ensued, each deity &Xug
of its cppanent, Finally
the poem which contai

ENKI AND NINHURSA:: THE

Both for i
57 15 one

"

lled its a hbwements and
Enlil and|Enki intervened,

n causal to appear,

they brjught abundance,
broughthe hreath of life,
ey direct,

s their

district whidh is perha
the Persian Guif and
actually lay [outside of
description &f Dilmun a

e

to be ifentified with £a
which Jn historical timss,
Sumer pfoper, Qur poem

L a land df innocence and blis
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[l mu
e,

[l my
Ce:

it all al

laﬁe
i5 cle

it all al

is a clean place, the

Enkl had laid himself

Enki had laid hims=K

the
mer
llled Aot,

natched natthe lamb,
was the kid-killing dog,

ven uttered no cries,

n high ... not s young,
.. natthe head,

yed «ays nat "l am sick-eye
eaded says not *1 am sick-
n's) old woman says not " |

eer does not . ...

s no wail,

ne [aid hirsel down

an, that place is bright;
ne laid himsel downn

an, that place is bright.

not the ery of the kife,

not "lam an ald marn
id is not . . . in the ciky,
ossed the Hver uwttersno . |, .

Forgotien

nis a pure place, the knd Dilmun

in Oilmun,
by his wife

in Dilmun,
by Minsikil.

wias the grain-devauring bdar,

d"
eaded ”

Paokzory

53

land Dilmuypis a

m an cld Woman,"

e of the city he utters no lament.
n this| paradise land, howevyer, is swedt water,
ess of Dilmun, Ninsikil, pleads with Enki for
nki{heaeds her plea and ordersfthe sun-goyl Lhu to
ater from the sarth for Dilpun, As a rgsult;
Her cjtyl grinks the water of abundance,
£ 2010 Forgotien

1
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Sumeripn Mytelopy
Cilmyn dri
Harpyells
of
Harfjelds a
Her j
quayt of th
Dilmpyn, be
quajt of th

Dilmup suppled w

of Ui.ll.th Lelafs

following rather in
poddedss Mighursa

Mintu| the Sdmerl

been jdentichl wit

gestation Iaing ni
each day respd
ge-;tal':n-  this
interasting p3ssags
Upo
hea
She rpoeivd
One day be
Twd fays b
Threg days
Foul Hays B

. fat,

Minhgrsag he caused to flow the "water of the

days [aing her eight months,)
e days b
food, "

L

W Bl

;::ET water of abundance,
ittelr water, behold they are become pells

ms produced crops and grain,
K is become the house of the banks and

old it is become the house of the bankk and

wadter, our poem next describes tha birch
nf plants, a kirth which results fram the
process. Enki first impregnatgs the
give her ane of her other tELer
poddess who In an earller day may| have
Ki, the mcther earth, Follows a period of
. the post being carcful to note that
nds to a4 month in the human peripd of

inlon| s begotten the goddess Ninsan. This

mins as follows:

the|"water of the heart,” the water of Enki,
g hgr one month,

ging ker nine manths, the months of "wo-

Rke .| . fat, ke good butter,
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¥ Museum)
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fat,

THE AFFAIRS OF THE WATER-

llectian of

tahlet |
publis e

the titlg, “Sumerlan Epic

Fall of
mmatical

EMEKI AND

1930 by Henri d
in the Lauyre u alg

apthy entiled "T

n." 54
nd lexicpgraphical studies

5, and the conte

isunderstood. The
argely the result g
ic prcblems, alth
Genouillac of a ¢

b proved of conside

rgely
em is

d Rirth of a Goddes
. 5ee page 56 and n

L 3 T R i v

PLATE XN,
THE AFFAI RS DF THE 'WATE
am, ser oppecsie page, |

INHR G4 5
or Jescript

d by Stephen Langdon more

Paradise,

At the time of its publication,

ad made

of this
author's
f a mora
ough the
uplicating
able help.

umn contain a passage which

" for the
bte 56,
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Sumerkan(hytholopy

Minsar ip turm i im

T
grandmther Minhp

i5 in TUrh iImpregn:
forth. Byt Enki eat

Enki, in the swa
He says to

H

regnated by he
gives birth to

ated by Enki an
this plant-god
£, who offers
ith Enkl. Part
kroken 1 fail
- Uttu follows it
by Enki and &
p the plants; thy

=
5

t
¥
n

E
-+

father Enki and a
ot to cumprehind.

land, in the swamp
& messenger |simudg:

goddess Ninkun
finally is bomn

ttu, the
5% now 3ppears her gre

advice pertinegt to jer

passage is bro

Il detail. Asar
t different plant

nd, lies stretched aut,

he

"What is thig {plant), what is this (plant)?"

His massengder, Isimuod, answerd him:

[ Wiy king, Ahps is the 'trae-plapt'|" he says 10 him

He: cuts it off for him and he {Enki) eats it.

Enki: "What|is this, what is thsd"

sirmud: "Myl king, this is the 'hopey-plant'."

He tears [t[off for him and heledts it.
And =0 pn until Enki has eaten all the|eight plants. Theeupon
Minhursag, who, it will be recalled, is Actually responsible for
creatlon of these plants, curses Enkl. B8 The curse reads

"Until thou art dead, | shall not lock upan thee with the 'eye

Having

ttered th:
chagrin

d: they "si

"If | bring Minhumsag before thee, what shall be my reward?

life'."

curse, Minhursa
jn the dust.” Up

& 110 Fnrg?-ﬂ-tln ok
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Enlf|gromises the fox a due ard and the latter surfeeds in
brifging her back; how he goak about this tasyg is not clear,
ha r. since part of the tesg s broken and| much|of the
pre d part s as yet unigtelligible. And 5o Highursag

ds 1o remove the effectd of her curse frgm the|raplidhy
sinljipg Enki. This she achievas by giving birth

1o §|special dety for each of Exki's pains. This passage which
clodus|our poam runs as follows:

Minhursag: "My brather what hurts thee7y
Enki: "My ... hurts me.”
Ninhursag: "To the gad Abu | gave birth far theg[

Minhursag: "My brather what hurts theeq"
Enki: "My hip hurts me."

MNinhursag: "To the gad Hintul | gave birthfar thege.”

Enki: "My taoth hurs md."
MNinhursag: "To the gadd
thee”

MNinhursag: "My hmther{::at hurts theej

Ninsutu | gave birth{flor

Enki: "My mouth hurts
Ninhursag: "To the godd
thee.”

Minhursag: "My hrnthe-;,'Ehat hurts the ey

s Minkasi | gave| kirth Tor

MNinhursag: "My brother, what hurts thees
Enki: "My, .. hurts me,*
MNinhursag: "Ta the god Nazil gave birth fgr thes.

MNinhursag: "My brother, what hurts theey'
Enki: "My side hurts me.

= I..'.'lilliil' Forgotten B-th W forgottenhaskd.org



Sumerian Mythclopy

Ninhursag;
thoa."

Ninhursag;

Enki: "My i

Ninhursag;

Ninhursag;

Enki: "My J.

Ninhursag;

Ninhursag;

Enki: "Let

the actual relatio
and the sickness
nominal onby: this
the name of the

fot

hufts me."
e goddess Nintl | gave birt

s me."
ne god Enshagag | gave birt

e goddess Dazinn

nrother, what hurt

nrother, what hurt

he little ones to

g4

EnHl, pralse!

i

var

i

the Sumerlan eriginal Fort
between each of the "he

the king of the

rry Ninazu,

{the goddess whe) sates thy hean|

Mindar,

be the lord of I:.‘rirI:Eun.

note, the cight a
punishment for
the eight delties

E thee ™

E thee ™

e

4

thes and

a | gave

ich | gay

I'lﬂ'I-

bi

nforthe

e

Wl 65

th far

h for thawe,"

|birth

T

in this closing

nship manifests
contains in it parn

Ft is supposed

tn the English translation)

]

his eati
Trn 1:|’f|‘£E ursag for
the superficiality pnd bar arti:ii:li-
hflour h,

hassage

cure, |
self in 1
E or all

afe bropght
Ct Is that
ling" deftias

rbal [and
he fact that

5f| the wWord
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L

signifying the correqponding aching part of Enki's bady. In brief,
it is only bgcause the name of the deity|sounded like th};i:k

bady-member that|the makers of this myth pwere induced to

associate the two:| actually there nd organic relatiopship
between thEm.

ENKI AND 5UMHBR: THE ORGANIZATIPN (QF THE EARTH
AND TS CULTURAL PROCESSES g

d account of the
fian god of wisdom, in
F might be termed law
poem, approximataly
F reganstruction pf its
igible, Enki is defree-

This compogition 59 furnishes us with a detai
activitios of the watpr-god Enki, the
arganizing the earth
and order ypon M.
one hundred lines,
contents. When th
ing the fate|of Sum

Q Shmer, g

Filled with e pepple from suprise
1o sunset a FC .

Thyldecrae nreachable,

Thy haart is|profaupd, unfath ma}le,

Thy...isli

"The king, g, adorns Rimsalf with lasting jewel,
Thef lord, b head.

Thylkord is n, the king, he sifs in
the[shrine

Thy king is mountaip, the father Enlil,

Likg . ..the p. B

"The Anunngki, tha great god
In thy mids]have taken up their dwellisg place,
Inthy larpe Broves they consdme [theda)) food.

& 110 orgptten B-u::-ﬂh i forgottenhaskd.org



frerian Mythoio WL (67

"0 hiwusd of Sumer, may thy stables be many, may thy
muftiply,
¥ khespfplds bR many, may thy sheep be myria
¥ |..stand,
y pteadfgst . . |lift hand 1o heaven,

g gnunngki depree the fates in thy midst."

4 .
P

Ur, ng doult the capital of Sumer at the trpe
mposad, and decrees its fate:

abyst decress the fate:
plied| washed by much water, firm

ance &f the land, knees opened, green

ide shade. . .. heroic, Thy perfected
Rﬂgdj

The great mountain, Enlil, in the upiverse has uttersd

r. neck 1o heaven mayest thou rise."

Ergki then comes|to Me|uhha/ the "black mountain," perhaps fto
by identified with the eastern coast of Africa. Remarkably
erppugh, Enkifls a|most 35 favarably disposed

PLATE X1¥. ENEI, THE WATER-GOD

Injthe latter| half of the thind millennium the water-god Enki
pliyed a predominant fole 0 Sumerian religion and oyth. This
plite gives algraphic picture [of his activities. The upper design
denicts Enki i ﬂnwliE;, st:rvan'rs, swimming fishas, ang what
, T

m3y be sproutine pla elling in a boat along the Eriglu

= Ilﬂlﬂ' Forgotber) Broodes WPy, I'n'l.'!uﬂ:-tﬂl:n-uk.-l-nm
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marshland. |n the fecnnd design four deities are approachi
the seated Enki; the second carries a plow) The third desi
depicts Enki|sittinglin judgment, His messgnger, the two-f3
Isimud, is fpllowed by a deity carrying a| plant; the latter |5
followed by another dety who carries slu er his shoulder

mace to which thy accused| bird-man i tled by the feet. T
kower design depicls anothey varsion of the same scene, Befo
Enki, seated in ju ent, Igmud leads the accused bird-ma

I

who i followed by pnother deity and a wordhipper.

{Reproduced, by pprmission|of the Ma:mllar Campany, frah
Henri Frankfport, Cylnder Seals, plates XX, XKle, and 200(11Id, £.)

FLATE %fw

Eniel, THE "WATER-G 00
[For desef{peion, see oprosie|page. ]

ta this land Bs to Symer itself. He blesses ity thees and reads, Hs
oxen and kirds, ity silver a% gald, its branie and copper, |
human beifgs. Frgm Meluhha, Enki goey to the Tigns a
Euphrates Rivers. [He fills [them with saaFinng water a
appoints the god Enbilulu, the "knower® of| rivers, in charge.

Enki then fill the rivers with [fishes and make$ a deity descri

& 110 Fu-rgu-ﬂtllz Bl-ﬂ-ﬂh WPy, I'nrlguﬂ-ml:n-ul-;.-u.nm



Sumerfan Mythclo Wil
a5 the "son of Kesh"|rasponsible farthem. He next tums tp the
sea [Persian Gulf), skts up its rules) and appoints the goddess
Sirarg in charge,
Enki pow calls winds and appoints pver them the god
Ishkur, who has :EIEI:EE of the "sLtuer llm:: of the 'heant' of
heavan," The plow and yoke, fields and yoegetation, are negt an
the list:

The plow and the yoke he dipactad,

Thegre:} prince Enkicaused the | . pxto, ..

Ta the pyre grops he roared

In the steadfast field he made grain grow;

The lord | the jewe| and ornament of the plaln,

The. . . farmer of Enlil,

Enkimdu| him of the canals and djtc hes,

Enki plaged in thair charge.

The lord called to the steadfast field, [he caused it tg

produce muth grain,

Enki made it [bring forth i small fnd(large beans .. ..,

The. .. graing he heaped up]{;:rrt'm granary,

Enki added granary te grana

With Enlil he|increases abundance infthe land:

Her wh headis.... whose fageiq. ..,

The lady|wh the might|of tHe land, the steadfast

support of the black-headed pacple,

Ashnan, strength of all things,

Enki placed in charge.
Enki how turns mjﬂ pickax and the brickmol, and appoints
the brick-god K in charge. He th irects the building
implkment gugun, |ays fnundatinqs and bpuilds houses | and
places them under|the charge of Mushdamma, the "great

© 2010 Forgotten Books wrse orauttenbacks.org
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builder of Enfil." He t
and places Sgmugan

Enki buikds stables apd sheppfolds, fil

and puts then in the
of our text & destrd
ends,

ENKI AND ERIDLE:

One of the ¢|dost ang most

which lies Huried t
thorough eycavatio

probability |mmensely e
culture and givilizatign, especially
one Suymeria iti

According

Sumer, the
myth, on the other K
it in age. In|this ity
situated on the Pers
Hudimmud,

rst of t

hen fills the

*king

care

yed apd

THE )(

h-day
of

themn

we |4 o

ForgotenBosksary

Lzin Wwith plant and animal Iife
the [mouptain'|" in control. Finally
with milk and fat,
the shephird-pdd Cumuzi. The rest
knpw how the poem

JURNEY OF|THE WATER--GOD TG

MIPFUR ©

bullds his "sea-

Like plant ang herb|had cl and,
The lord of the abyss,

Enki|the lorgd who degra

Built|his house of sijvgr anH lap i

Its siver and|lapls lazull, ke sp light,

The father fashion

St allab

The pure hol

ut the
psi b

The {creatures of) Qright cpunte#nanc
fort fmmtE;ahﬁ

aptioy had|bean dacreed,

5

= Ii;llﬂ' lergu-ﬂ-tn IB-HI;:

naryted gities ip Sumer was Erigy,
er H Abu-5Shahrain; a

fte would n all
IwIdge of Sumerian
e spiritual aspects.
4 the oklest city in
re the fAood; our
Nippur preceded

fnki, dlso known as

and wise, coming

adarned t with lapk lazull,
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Sumer

Foll
sings
Eridu

jan Mythclopy

He ornamented it greathy with
In Eridu ha built the house of ©
fts brickwork, word-uttering, a
fts . .. like an ox roaning,

The house of Enki, the oracles

a leng passage in which |simu

he praises of the “sea-houss."
from the abyes and makes it f

Hvice-g

Littering.

ld,
Lg:watu-bari:,

Ling,

g, the
Then
]

lofry |mountaln. 1ts green frunt-bearipg ga

bird=s;
pro
newl

And 90 Enki szats himszK in his boat
here he slaughters many ox

itself:
pro
prep
Then:

fishes, too, be makes abundanpt, Enk
d by boat to Nippur to obta|n Enlilf

-built ¢ty and temple, He the

When Enki risas, the fish ., . risg,

The abyss stands in wender,
In the sea joy enters,

Fear comes overthe deep,
Terrar holds the exalted river,

The Euphrates, the South Wing lifts it

ds to Mippur where immedi
res all kinds of drinks for the g

Enki in the shrine Nippur,

Gives his father Enlil bread to gat,
Ithe hegven-god)|

In the flrst place he seated An
Newst to An he seated Enlil,

Nintu he seatad atthe "big si:r,
es ane gfter the gther.

The Anunnaki seated themse

and fi
noan
ely u

% and

255e

heet of Enki,

ki raiseq|the city

the

is n

wader like a

BN Ie l5 with

w fleady to

¢ blessing for his
e risey from the |abyss:

in wayes,

t arfves|(in Erldu
shegp, ghie then

nh

s afinval he

pecia by |for Enlil.
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And po the gods feapt and I:anquet until their hearts becgme
poofl” and Enlil is regdy to pronoung# pis blessing:

Enlil says to the Anunnaki:

Enlil says to the Anunnakl:

"Ye great gods who are standing about,
My son has built a house, th EElg Enki;
Eridu, like & untain, be has|rpised up from the earth,

In a good plage ha has built It
Eridu, the clean place, where héne may enter,
The house buit of siver, adgrped with lapis Lazuli,
The house directed by thg seven "lyre-songs,”
over to incangation,

With pure sa .
The abyss, the shrine of thy gaodness of Enki| befitting
the divine defrees,
Eridu, the pure hause having baen huik,

giyan

2 Enki, pra
INANNA AND ENEIL THE mh%‘EjR OF THE ARTS OF
CIVILIZATION FROM ER TO ERECH

kularly charming story

., and Enki, the lord of
ignificance for the stpdy
N, since it cantins a|lst

arning all thasg cultpral
meore or kess spperflial
ninkers, made upthe warp
arly as 1911 a fragment
e University Museum at
T.IW. Myhrman, §2 THree

bther Philadelphia tablet

years [ater, Arno Pogbe| published
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Sumerian Mhytholopy ‘“'-...f'l n3

inscriked with pa|1df th cnmpnrtinn: 61 this Js a large, well-
preserved sii-colungr tablot whdse |upper keft

ENKI: THE|TRANSFER OF
OM ERIDUTO ERECH

PLATES XV AND XK. INﬁNNACk
THE ARTS QF LAVILIZATI

-column tablet (15283 in the
ity Museum| published by
arner is broken away. Plate
longing to tHe same poem.

Plate XV is the obvgdr
Mippur collection jof
Poebel inh 1914; &
W illustrates threg
The large fragment
University Museuny)|was publithdd by Myhmmpn in 1911. &2
Below the large frak

reverse of a small fiap the Nippur gollection of the
Musaum of the Angis ieed by the agthor in Istankul
and hitherto unpujl . In all|ppebability it i the very comer
piece broken awa the Phildelphla tablag |llustrated on

plate X¥. To the rik
small fragment (274

the Ancient One he author ip Istanbul and
hitherto unpublishgd 5 thls piece prgved instrumen-
tal in supplying t ' link 1o the |story. For the
transiation ang the tran of the first eight lines of the

he arts of cifilization to the
Ot 65,

passage in which
poddess Inanna, sef

Angther significant pgrsa|(in this pagsape reads: 66

"0 name ol hy power, O ime of my pover,
Ta the bright]inapna, ughter, | Sh;r presant . ..
The arts of ppod rk’;%, etabworking, lwriting,
toolmakingl katherworling. . . . huilding]

iggdk tham.
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PLATE XY
IMaN A AND EMKE THETAAMSFER OF THE ARTS
F O T|['N FRP# ERICU T EHECH

[For descrigtion, opposlie pagp.d

PLATE XW¥I
INAMNNA A NDENKL: THE TRANSFER OJF THE
ARTS OF EWII%IDH FROM ERICLU TC ERECH
(Fogrd Pian, =ee poge &L

i)
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5 braken off. This broken cprnef g
a discover in 1937, twenty-thrp
of the Ancient Orient at |

-]
-
=
5]
=
=
-
-
1]

ied the missing clue, and as 2 vgsult)t

iece | was fortunate
years |atar, in the
As early as 1914,
been copiad and
empted in all thess
nnectad sensa; and
lligent motivation.
mall piece 64 which
is tale of the alltoo

pddess of Erech, is

rity of her city. 1o
nd thus to axak her
k1o go to Eridy, the

ad |city Evech, its glory and | her
it taken in by her charms, calls|his
ome, my messenger, [simud, gipe

s,
word | will say to thee, take my

whers Enki, the Lord
he gads," dwells in

rfilization, And if she
ul, snd bring them to her

n will indeed be
of Eridu, Enki, no
ssenger kimud and

Earto my instruc-

Irnrd.
he rmaid, all alone. has di d her step to the Abzu,

lpanna, all alone, has directed hernstep to the Abzu,

Have the maid enterthe Abzy of Eri
gave Inanna enter the Abzu of Eri
e herto eat badey cake with bt

Baur far her cold water that freshen

S,

r

[

e the heart,

£ 2010 Forgotien
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Give her t3

. .|. For her|. ..

tha pu
eak to |

Isimud d
Enki sit

n to

Pure Inann

name
Tathe pu

Pdre Inann
He thus

decrees \Ij
chvilizatlor.
as aarhy a
daubt cumrent cer
that no Iher Civ
compare |in age
Sumeriang, Aman
Inanna ar# those

resents,
hich are
And w

& exacyly a
e fEE.'F!
become happy with d
Tathe puIm
5

L

2 exalted scepter,
hip, kingship."

e f
E 2000 H.

dri
ta
an

bidde
and

POWET,
nna,

a tdok them

My poOwWer,
Ingnna,

a tlok them

iy

hir mg
uat,
EII'I"IE:

me of]
ghter,J
the ti

me of
ghter,
thea ax

several at
the

C.|and tha
turigs aari
lization, ou
and qualit
these divi
ferring to

the can
il Is no

h thd

rd

After their

ﬂ

anduring 4
axahed -;1
officas, tr

Fomn

rine, shepherdship,

th. d

L

e thrane of kin

entfinto the |nether wo

the aume

Forge

ster., and

My power,
I shall pre
ra exalted

fry Pawer|
shall pre
tted shrin

r one hun
pattern

pts Invia

Egyptian
t develop
presanted
Hship, the
e exafted

rid and asd

renBaoknory

face of the lion,'

nanna and
hearts had

nt..
nd endur-

nt....
. shephe-

Hred divine
Sumeriah

is myth was Inscribed

d were no

exaggeration to stabe
of the

can at all

rd by the

by Enki to
xalted and

rIcepter, the
us priesthy

et from it,

wurer [orgottenbogkyorg



Sumergn halopy a7
the “standgrd,” the flood, semuall intercourse and prostigution,
the | pngue and tIE s tongue, art, the h cult
cham he “hizrodula of 335:11," music, eldership, hdroship
and e, anmity, Strgig ardnoss, the destructon of
aties| bnd lamentation, rejoicing|of the heart, falseho the
rebel| land,| goodness and justicd, the craft of the carpenter,
meta D:Ier. scribe, smith, r warker, masan, and pasket
WEAVE sdom and uJnde ding, purification, fedr and
autcry] the |kindling flame and the consuming flame, weariness,
the 5 victory, counsel,[the(troubled heart, judgment and
decis icalinstruments

Inannd is ophty too happy 1o gocapt the gifts offered her py the
drun n Enkl. She takes them, [loads them on her “"bpat of
heave r Brech with her precious cargo. But

to Erech afoot, The ppssage
ud and Isimud’s conve[sation

with , who repropchas her father Enki a5 an "|ndian-
Biver,['| wi dgwn ps a classic poetic gem. It rons

The pyince galk his messanger Isirmod,

= Ilﬂlﬂ' Flu-rgu-ﬂtn ok WPy, I'::rguﬂ-ml:n-ul-;.-u.nm
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The prince calls hlsimessepger lsimpd,
Enki gives the wo(d to the|"good pame of heaven™:

*Ch my messenger Isimud, ‘'my ghad nams of heaven'.”
“Oh iy king Enkihere | <gand, T ¢ s prase.”

*The 'hoat of heayen,' where now has it arpived?

“At the quay |dal f(has argved.”

*Go, and ket the sea monsters seieal it frony her,”

Isimud does as bidden, pyertakas the (bpat of heaven,” and
$ays to Inanna:

father has sent me to thee
er hax gent me 1o thee,
is his spaech,

*Cth my queen, t
Oh Inanna, thy fa
Thy father, exalt

Enki, exalted is hi tterarT:e.
His preat words afe not to|go unheeded."
Haly Imanna ans him:

"My father, what
said to thea?

His great words that are npt to 2o Unheedqd, what pray
are thay?"

5 he spoken 1o thee, what has he

"My king has spoken to me,
Enki has said 10
‘Let Inanna go to
But thouw, hring

mch,
back the "beag of heawven” to Eridu’."

Holy Inanna says £9 the messenger|simud:
"My father, why grigy has he changed his word o me,
Why has ha broken his righteous wprd to me,

L~ Ilﬂ' Fu-rgl::-ﬂfn ok | wiwrey. [orgottenbaokd.org
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Why has h
Wy fathar
me falseh

defilef his great wprds to me?
s spaken tame falsehood, has spokenfao

e utt¢red the name of his power, the ame

he uttared these words,
starsseized the "hII:o:at of heaven."
1o heg messgnger Minshubur:

rue messenger of Eanna,

er of favorable wdrds,

true|words
nevey falters, whase foot never faltarg
at of heaven|' and |nanna's presented de-

"Come, my
My messen
Wy carner
Whoze ha

Save the J
crees.”

This Minshubur d
accompanled by
heaven" at each
and Erech. And ez

%, But Enki |5 pemsistent. He sends I§mud
rlous sea nstars 1o selze the “"bopt of
the teven $topping points between Eridy
Minshjbur ¢omes to Inanna's rekcue,
Finally Inanna an oat arfive s and sound at Hrech,
where amidst jubikation and feasting on the part of s delighted
inhabitanis, she upjoads the dwine decrees one at a time} The
poem ends with a|gpeech addrefsed By Enki to Inanna, bux the
tedt is seriously dpmagad and| it is|hot clear whether|it is
reconciliacory or rfaliatory In chigractdr.

HE CREATIDN OF MAN

The composition
inscribed on two
our uUniversiy M
acquired it from a
1934 the Louvre

mating the ci=atiop of man has been flpund
plicating tablets: pne s 3 Mippur tabjet In
eum;| the gther §s in the Louwre, which
antigue deder. In spite of the facy thpt by
blet and the| greater part of the University

& i ﬂlFu-rgu-H;m ok WPy, I'n'rFuﬂ-tﬂl:n-uk.-l-nm
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d
[ 24

published, 72 the
pansible for this
wersity Museum

bean copied a
igibke, Primarily
the fact that our|Ln
preserved than the Louvre fragment,
e four or five dechdes ago, broken
o of the plecds had already been
so ware copiefd and publshed by

gaps ;

the con

in|[Spmerian literaty

4 Edward Chiers published the third

ry presorved, 73
a few of the crugal words are met
2 translation s
grld = mntative (ch@racter must he
it does present th llest picture thus
pts concerned Wwith the creation of
ring the third m|llefnium B, C,

enasis, the lattg

QUr Symerian

ik

conceptions of 4
ﬁn." According to|the Biblical story, or

of its varsions, (man was fashioned
of ruling over all the animak. In the

made of the pblood of one of the
ods who was killed|for that purpose;
n order to serve the gods and free

rking for thelr |bread. According to
antedates both [the¢ Hebrew and the

& 110 Fnrgu-ﬂ-t:: B-?-ﬂh

wurer [orgottenbogkyorg



Babylenian vergons by man [was
fashi [ Biblical version. The |purposq far
which| he was owever, was to free the pods from
labori rsion.

The g lon of| the
difficulties of thg pods i pecially, as
might fter the female deitigs had come
inta bpi d. whp, as
the 5 might have been pxpected to
come is byi ils to pear
them. the mogher

whnlﬂ of the gods
befo
"0 my sggn, rise fyom thy bed, from thy . . . work whdt is

wise,
Fashion fervants of the gods, may they produce thekr . .

h
[

Enki gives the rpatter thought, leads forth ‘the host of "good
and princely fashicners"|and says ta his mother, Nammu, the
primeal sea;

O my mddther, the creature whose name thdu haist gt-
tered, it pxists,

Bindjupen it {he .| . of the pods;
Mix the heart of the {lay that is over the abhyss,

The pood and pEcelEhshinners will thicken the clay,

Thod, do thob bripg the Hmbs into exsténce;

Ninmah [the earth-mpther goddess) will wark aboved
thee,

o« [pod desses of birth) will stand by thee a4 thy f3-
shioning

= ilﬂlﬂ' Forgotber) Broodes R I'nrgluﬂ-ml:n-ul-;.-u.nm
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0 my mather, decree thou its (the new-barn's) fate,
Hinmah will kind upon it the). . . |of thd pods,
.. A5 man, ..

After a preak of several lines, whose cm];e . if eyer recoverad,
shauld prove most illuminating, the poem describes

RLATES XVII AND XV!Il. THE CREATION OF MAN

l[ates lustrave the obverse of
i the tablet is still ih three

nd 2168, before "joining" in
irarsity Museum). A.-:tually the

e very same tablet. (in
parate pleces (13396,
he |ppu l:n-lle:tmn o f
hleq ar

; part of the passage in whi
his mother Nammu, the god

tramslayon and the transliterat ion, see pagd 70 a

& 110 Fnrq:mﬂ:: B-th WPy, I'I::'r!uﬂ;tﬂl:n-uh-nm
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LATE W1

THE CREATION OF MAN
O, 5Ee oppensl1e page.)

FLATE X1

THE CREATHON OF MM
LFor ursl_ritim. ame prape ML)
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gods, na

creatioh. At this feast Enki and

ubt to com
inmah drin

wine and [becomd samewhat axuberant. Thereupon mah
takes some of the [clay which isTvar the a and fashipms six
different types of individuaks, while Enki degress their and
gives them bread [to eat. The 1hara+:ter only the last two
types is intelligible] these are the|barren woman and the $exless
ar kunuch pype. The lines read:
The . .. she{Ninmah) made inte a woman who cappot
give birth,
Enki upon seeing the woman who cgnnat give birth,
Depreed her fate, destingd her to by stationed in {he
"wpman hpuse."
The . . . she {Hinmah) mafe intc ongwho has no mak
r:rrIan, whq has no femal’anrgan.
Enki, upon(seeing him who has no male organ, wha has
naffemale qrgan,
Tostand before the king, [decreod aq his fate.
After Ninmah had ereated these|slx types of man, Enkl decides
to fo som creatirE of his own,|The mannpr in which ha gaes
zbgut it iy not clear, but whatever it i=|that he doed, the
lting creature [ a failure: it & weak ang feeble in body and
splfit. EnY & n anxlous that Ninmah help this férlorn
crepture; he therefore addresses her as falkows:
himwhomthy hand has fashiongd, | have decfzed
the fate,
ave giwen him bread 1o eat;
thou ddcree the fate f him whom my hand hay fa-
shipned,
[0 thou|give him bread to sat.”

= .Iﬂlﬂ' Fmrguﬂﬂ:: ok
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Ninmah tried to be goad to|the creature but to np aval.
to gnswer. She gives him bread
bwt he does hot reach put for - He can neither s nor
nor bend thE knees. & long conversation betwedn Enji
HMinmah then|foltows, bt the tablets are o0 badly boken
ppint that d is Impofsible| to make out the sonse gf the
ntents, Fimally Ninmgh sepms to utter a curse against Enki
brcause of tHe sick, lifeloss creature which he produped, 4(curse
ich Enki s to acdept as his due.

In| addtion 9o the credtion|poem outlined above) a detailed
description df the purgose for which mankind was credted is

n-godp, had

aved in the cregtion cha
mained unsated. ik was th
r the sake of the welfare
sHeepfolds apd "good [things" of the gods. This intro

Bacayuse Uttu {the goddess of plants) had not beepfa-

, g lamb was dropped,

Becayse to UHE{: t¢mencs had been set up,
t, np kid was dropped,

Therg was no g

£ 2010 Fopgotbey Dok oy, [orgottenhaokd.org
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The

ny.
axp

*

i,

oy

The ewe did not giI:

The goat did not g

Because the name
cartle-god),

of fishn

The Anunnaki, the gr

The . . . grain of th
The . ..prain of fo
The small grains, t
the pure living cres

Because Lttu hﬂerl:t

vegetationT] had

Boecausa the lord | |.

Bacause Sumugan |
forth,
Like mankind wheH

They (the Anunnaky k

Know not the dres

Ate plants with thliil:

Drank water from

In those days, in tIIl £

Intheir house Cul
shioned:

th
fi
ing

mout
a

Er

The produce of Lak
The Anunnakioft
In their pure shee

The Anunnaki of t

Man was given b

of the theorles and cdne
aim the arigin of the ugivs

||n its two lambs,
1

ra its three kids.

Hs, did not know,

fid not exist,

id naot exist,

the mountain, the grain
not axist,

born, because the crown |
faised,

it been barn,

of the plain, had not come

like sheap,
t

itn chamber of the gods,

r and Ashnan were fa-

shnan,
aat, but remain unsated;

study of Sumerian cosma

= Iﬂlllﬂ' Forgotber) Broodes

ForgotenBaokeery

n, the wise, and Lahar {thg

v

|

volved by the Sumerlans [to
d the existence of gods apd

04
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. They reflect th

Sumerian as he c

B S
Ihowrs:

eran coOsmogan

1. First|was the primev
Fonceived by the Sumeria

2, The primeval sea engen

2, Heaven and earth were
them, hpweyer, and from
o5 in characterist
arth were thus separ

. Air, Belng lighter and
arth, succeeded in prod
ncei
he sun
ated a
ated a

was conceived

. After

cannct be suffi
nic concepls, €3

by the Sumeriz
d developed friL
d devaloped fron

heaven and =ant
nd human life became pd

crﬁntlv stressed that t
g| matyre thought and
pptemplated the forces
xistence, When these
lcal claak and polthei

indlcate a  keen

ity te draw and formu
nbcerved. Thus rational

g concepts may be su

I
@s etermal and uncreare

noe ved as salid 2lem

gl i that of expansion.

r kess dense than eith
ng the maan, which

T

barm of the moon! th
the moon |ust as th
ir

1
i

had been separated,
slble on earth; all Ife

IIJ 2010 Forgotber Beoobos

as they are, areg b

soa; it is not unlikely
red a united heaven an

Jb
2m, came the gaseoudjele

the expanding elemef

5 as made of the samsg|stu

bix

5. 107

SLmerian

ngo means
ason of the
nafure and
oncepts are

K trappings

). the
bseving
e pErtinent
expressed,
marized as

n]

that
.

it was

d earth.,

waen

Fﬁt air,
Hoaven and
t air

r h=aven ar
h%e been
ds air,

B ema-
lateer ema-

animal,
to have

nt,
s
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been conceived as
water: the sun, too,
this matter of produ

Iiffe on earth, our exta e ma

Transferred Inta th
Sumerian concepts m

1. First was the goddess MNajpmn

2. The goddess Nam

Ed
and ¥i, the Eanh-gud':l:l.wss.

g

3. The unlon of An
proceeded to separa
mother Ki

&, Enlll, the air-god, n

with the sky, which miy have |been conceived

as made of pitch-da
of his house, and the

10 note here that th

h-ecnmes -;trunger th

becomes more powe
the Christian dogma,
more slgnificant and
zad, the father.

ftipg
5 [prg
n dnd
e

y be|de

e

LHI

[fram a union

|ogica

e
heaven-father Aﬂ

ForgacenBosksary

o air,
bably involved
reproduction o

| is very difficglt to

hese
¥

language,
Loribed as fall

Yu, the primaval sea p

birth to An, tha male

produced the pir-go

fro

i,

rtinedt for man and

L Unfartunately in
i plarﬂ:nd anima

earth, anc

netrate.

rationallstig

preanified.

heaven-god

Enlil, whq
the aarth

1 darkness

himsealf lving in utt
by th

caili

the son, beco

& 2010 Forgotben 'i"*““ |

Sumeriang
E and walls

bylonians
ater-god. In
many way!
hvatlon than
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ith his mother Ki, the parth-
with considerable help fram
ki, the watergod, that the wegetable and animal life |is
poduced oh earth. Man, on the [other hand, <eems to be the
product of the comblned effdrts| of the goaddess Nammu, the
dess| Ninmah, who may perhaps be
cther| earth; pnd finally of the watgr-
Enki. Iust what 15 ifvolved i this particular combinaton-
to betlicye that in view of the mare pr
lags superficial data of the times therel was good logic behind it
and not mere playful famtasy-fit |5 difficult to gather from ojr
sent material and limi undepstanding.

€. Enlil, the air-god, now unitgs
gdddess_ it is fram this gnian
E

= 201|ﬂ' Flu-rgu-ﬂ-::n ok WPy, rn'r!uﬂ;tﬂl:n-uh-nm
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ME
ang

O:

attested

plctogra pl:T

"mountain

mount3in
menace to
Sumer [rse

concept. T
the Sumer
the meaning
4

Dascent toy

5 It

Hether W

THE DESTR

It is now I
Creation,"

rea
d

JCTI

ofe than kb
which| c=

ext

il x

it difflcult gro
5 that represe
of its primary
that the sign
Hing a4 maun
d that of
s hordering

J Kur alsg came
pd a% kur-gal, "dreat Iz

umarian word

rd regularly

ially cancelved s
and the primeval
the;

MONsIrous

Kur: if so_ this

it Is ane or

rd kar which is inve

DF KUR: THE 5

EH a century %i
ters largely

MYTHS OF KUR

ps of

eani

n. Fr
regn
Sumer
O mea

Pt to the Babylonian

w23,
atura

F below" immddiately

onste

ad by the Sume

]

used f

t

h

hoepis 1y

or it is 3
by the
land,"

were a

ForgotenBosksary

b identify
ian word

s is "maoyntain" is

ctually a
meaning

nce  the

constant

"land" i general;

A COEmC
ent with

ne
l. therefjre, it has

"Inanna’s
, and the
weorld” is
between
it is not
H at the
primeval

Kur wou
iamat. In

d corres-
three of

e other of these cosmk

ed.

ce the
bout t
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goddess Tiamat 4nd her hosy of dragans, has been 3

scholar and laym
on tablets datin
are therefore |
Sumerian literan

an. Ins-r:ribsld in Arcadia
from the :—T
ter by mogrg than a

s inscriptiopst-it is quot

thajar works <o

ton of its co

by me in the ¢
been known to
the new materia

to its contents and clarity.

Sbviously ena
the myths of M
had their drago

ents clea

sEInct Sumeeri
these are

e of th st sewveral
t for a nu

in Istanbulfard Philadelp

invahving both
Greak hero whe

slaying theme
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miythology of the third millen I.I'n B. C.,itis not
il the textyra nft?']
% back ta Sumerian

to assume that many a threpd
aarly Christian dragon tales Win

As stated above, we may h

seoond s Ninurta, prototy
when playing the roke of th

nian "Epic of Creatian." In the 1hi

the Semitic Ishtar, who pliys
versions, however, the monstes
s exact form and shape
indications that in the first t
serpent which lived in the

the latter came in contact with
according to one of the verdio
waters rise to the surface of th
resulting vegetation becomes i

It Is the first of the thres vdrsi
which seems to bz the mo
few as they are, are signifi
place, the battle between
not long after the separat|
the crime involved is probably
therefore brings to mind
Persephone. Finally, it is the
wisdom," one of the ruling apd
the haro of the story. Llnfurt]:

PLATE XIX GQD

.Iﬂlﬂ' Fnrgu-ﬂﬁn ok )
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Sumerkan(hytholopy

The first) and second designs
snakalike dragon. It is 1o be

are on pylinder seals of [tha first millgnnium B. C,, an

doubtfu] whether they dep

Sumerian myth. The third design shows a2 fire-spitting

dragon |drawing the chario
subjugated it in battle; b4
female deity. Closely relatad

afs

EXEY
o

pict the wombat of 2 god
ad, however, that both dpsipns

he urta-Kur battle

inged
of a ged who had prgbably
the 1wa wings stands a|nude

this =¢one is that of the

decign, where the god ang geddpss are pach rnding on the back

of a winged dragan.

fThe first and second design

b

g from|A. leremias, Handbuch

der algrientalschen Genteskultur (Bprlin and Leipzig, 1929),
page 431, The third and Raurth desjgns are reproducad, by

permission of the Macmilla
Cylindar|Seals, plate X)1a,d.)

e 1k

PLATE XiX
AN E-H:.‘iﬂ
a Irp page |

[Pew d eddipign, £

pmparly} from Henri Frankfort,

= IlﬂltrlFmrngnl Boodex WY, rn;r!uﬂvtﬂlm-uh_nm
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wa have only a very brief lacgnic| passage fram which to
recofistruct olfr stary; the tablerw on which|the gatails of the

ara inscribed are still lying no ddubt in the rulns of Sumer,
What we do Bave k= part of the |intifpquctofy projogue o the
apic(tale “Gi Mether Wpdd." whose
contpnts have| been described on page| 20 ff. Sricfly sketched,
this yersion of ;

After heaven fnd earth had been separated, An (the heaven-
god,|carrled the heaven, while the air-god, camied off
the parth. It was then that the foul o was committed, The
goddess EresHkigal was carried lently intg the nether

water-god,
the and of
of the most

the dragon stery primarily but is|andions tof proceed with the
. And so we are loft|in dark|as ta fthe putrome
| There is Itk dowbt ] Rowewer, that Enki was
ed it is not at all u by that the myth was
evoled in lange part for the p of axplaining why, in
historical time}, Enki, like the Gregk Ppseidon, was ponceived as

& siI-gnd; why he is described a of the abﬁ'; and why
his eemple in Bridu was designated as fhe "seq-houte." 74

yictarigus. In

The | second persion of the sl of-the-d n myth is
particularhy significant since this i thlfw_rsim whith must have
been utilized |in large part by the Bgmitic red rs of the

Babylonian "Epic of Creation.” 74 The Ftary is part df a large epic

& M1 Flﬂrqm .?'Hl'lﬂ | wurer [orgottenbogkyorg



Sumerian Mythcolopy
tale of owed six hymdre
Exploits aof Minurta.[ The
large part frpm at

have been fopied
course of thE past ¢
therefore D{;n kn
of the num

tant pieces
eased to a qonside
Philadelphia1

the poem.,
AUumMEnouUs cl

Sharur, his
the test as

With the
overtakes
check rise
fresh water
land who
charge of ir

he

inas, bast entitlag
ntents can now be

T 115
"The Fe and
reconstructed in

roperly arranged. 7

Badly hrokpn at

the warrior-god,
ap of Enlil, the air-

is full of phrases e

than his match a
ar, Sharur add

woards, Minurta

Kur, however, a
meval waters whig
and as a result of
fields and gardens
x and the basket,

and preparing i fpr culthvatl

hole can ngw be

0 was congeived
d. Afver a hymnal

ins with 3n addrdss to Ninufta by
pon. For same ragson not stated (n
arur has set its mipd against Kur. In

etalling the hereic

At flrst, b
nd he "flees| i
pssEs him
now attacks Kur

pons At his cammand, and Eur is

serious Ca
h Kur had
their viclenpe no
The pods of the
that is, whp had
, are

A ity
|d In
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de&p-eLitte. The TigriF wat

good

He et
llke a
"I'l‘lig
rise n
which
leads
the fic

Heari
Hinm

LS

i,

er.

Faming was 4evard,

F5 W

On the steadfast fi

In all the [angs the

reat wall In frpnt

waters" and|as a
 longer to the surl
had already flipodey
them Into the [Tigrs
|ds with its ave rflow

The harvest g
It was heape
The lord mad
He made podg

g of her sor
h--also know

! LE:L]

s no watar
was no diggisg of ditches,

Therzupon the kord sets his lofy
Minurta, the son af Enlil, brings gre

< up a heap of stongs over the d
the land. These
asult the watiers
ace of the

d the(li

Ers do not rise

nothing was

re not cleanad

Wwere o Cr

the land, Ni

intotha T

s great and  hern
Ninhursag and
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the river cafries no
duced,
e dirt was ot car-
sprinkled, there
anly weeds

d,
things inte

Brew.

baing.

Kur and hedps it up

u

rth. As for thd waters

gathers them and
in 3 position %0 water
T
red,
miland.

u] ]

ctones hold back the
of the lowen regians

rard was fruigful,
lks;

Framthe lanp,

deeds, his [ mother
Minty, and more
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tan Mythology L, 117

originally perhaps as Ki, the mother earth--is taken with Jar
nim: she becomes|so restless that she ig unable o ;IEEIJ:IE ar
pedchamber. She therefore addresses N(nurta from|afan with a
nrayer for permiss|on to visit him and fepst her eyes upgen him.
rta looks at hefr with the "eve of |ife Y saying:

"0 thou lagy, hecause thou wouldst come to|a fofeign
land,
O Ninmah, |because for nry sake thou wouldst ener an
Inimical fand,
Because thiou hast no fear of the ferror of the battle
surraunding me,
Therefare |of the hill which 1, the heto, have heard u
Let its name be Hursag (mountalg), and thou be s

queen."

bod

Minprta then blessps the Hursag that it may produce
nerps, wine and hpney, varlous kinds of{trees, gold

bropnze, cattle, shepp, and all “four-le creaty
nlegsing of the Hursag, he turns to thg stones, cyrsing th
with Kur gnd
F‘ an his friends; this entire pass
n nt of the Bless|ng apd
ul ns in the forty-ninth £hapter of Genegis,

Stephen |

th: was understigod of the myth thaf several
not even recognized as belonging to it

reegamination of the materlal, including p:!;ur hither
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oy

pieces, two from |jstankul
enabled me © recdnstmuct

course of the past

The dragon-slayer i
goddess, nong othy
Semitic Ishtar. Farc
aur lterary materia
love but also as the goddpxx
for one of the puzzl
to Inanna in the h
clear. in our myyth, i
Ebih," a district nj
therefore, an inlmicj
cosmic KEur of the Ni

riuu as|i
| WaAY OO

The poem begins with @ | extolling the
virtues of Inanna. Fgllo :I ress by Ingnna to An, the
heaven-deity, nomipnally deity of the
Sumerian pantheon factual by ird millenpium. B. C. Enlil,

the airgod, had alrd
of her spaach lsat b
i chear; unless Kur,
oblivious to, her

fo

Ear | shall hurl ygon it,

| shall diregt agai

of, ar at least
nd| powe uly s
vinknce to the

ubmissive

hst i,

i sts | shall strike ug fire,
: up the bpanze ax,
All its watery like [5ibjl (the od) the purifier | shall

dry up,
Like the mo
Like acityc

ntain A
reed (by

n, it will not he restored,

© Itllt:' I“m-gmtn B-w:u

tta, | sna Il remove|ts dread,
|

wurer [orgottenbogkyorg



Sumeqian vt

An anw:frs
Khr has wro

Like

v boay WL 119

{2 tity]) on which Enlil frowns, it shall nat rise up."
- with a detailed account of the mischief which

g
u’lht against the gods

i II the standing plage of the gods it has directed
r

4

pnunnaki it has led forth fear-

L'

tting place of the

ful fear It has hutled upon the land,
untain,' its dreadiul rays of fire it has directed
all the lands."

a description of the power and wealth of Kur,
a against attacking it. But Inanpa & not taken
iscouraging speedh. Full of anger and wrath she
se of battle™ and |eads out all her weapons and

and destroys Kyr, and statlaning herself upon

aan of self-glarifjcation,

A5 DESCENT TO THE NETHER WORLD 1

¥

nge Mether Warld,"

& mwyth, which |

me in the cour

have deslghated as “Inanna's
has been reconstructed and
ce of the past six years. |is

iterature and myth
rpover, the story

, for almost three
Tzd as "Ihtar's O
gwn to schalar and

olcgy has been universal and

he not uninteresting process
the texts of the Sumerian

cLIts decipherment furnlshes a

indting illustration of
in|the reconstruction
rmppAitions.

Fquarters of a century, a myth
lascant 10 the Mether World"
layman. Like the Babylanian

& 110 ]I"'u-rgu-ﬂ-tn ok
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passage

W became gradually obvious th

be of Semitic origin; it Is cited ang
5 cancerned with mytholkg

4 Sumerian ariginal in which |

useum, was dentifled by Ch :
saime tablet whose upper half, ng.| 3

entfied and copied by th
. 86 The utilizatlon of these
possible the edition publshed|i
no. 8 contains the lines doscribying |

d "Semitlc

example of Babylonian Aking. With | the

raplaced

on our plate,

ra's di:ﬁ/waw

to publish my first reconstructiop| of the hin
5, 7-9 were published by Chlerd in L34, 54 Nos 10-
sorne Five yeard ago

um of the Ancient Crient at Isthnbyl 85 Nos. 13 and
or recently in
pwly dlscowpred
q442. The marked

s dec|sion

to descgnd to the nether word: that onl no) L3 containg the

lings de

LT

& 110 Fnrgm;tn B-l::-ﬂlh
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Sumeriar Mythology Wi 121

fnot on our plage, which centaips the obwerse [only) hag the
resurrertion passage. The transliferatian and the|translatipn |of
thesea three most significant passages will ke found in nate B7,

[This plate is arranged from Aroceedings of the AmexicAn
Philasophlcal Sogiety 85 (3), platas 1-10.)

INAMNA S DERPCENT T2 THE METHER WO

Inanna,| her Sumerian counperpdrt. Arno Posbel|, now of the
Driental Institute of the University of Chicaga, was the filstrtn
locate three small pieces belpngine ta this myth i the Uniyersi-
ty Museum at Philadelphia;| these were publicshed as aafiy [as
1914. 41 In the (very same year, the late Stephen Langddn, |of
Onford,| published two pieces which he had undovered iy the
tuseum of the Ancient Onient at(|stanbul. 82 Ong of th 5
the upger half oF a large four-colmn tablet which, as will S:I:n
becomwy evldent, proved 1o be pf major impomanc: for the

= iHIH:I' Flu-rgu-ﬂtn ok W I'n'rFu'H:-tﬂlm-uk.-l-nrg_
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remained o
numeraus and

of the text

Sumerian
khe Oriental

nerafara,
ali

ure, for the
came at suc

intelligent re

remained imp
discovery of Ch
the Unlversity
very same four
and copied by
Ancient Oriend
broken before
bacome separ.
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Batant frag I
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atter, and t
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pnough to

e significangp
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1 st numero
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! ory remaine
I: over in Ista

| the myth. The Late Ed
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two posthum
erary texts which | p

stifute ih 193

Forgs Baokrory

the conte
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meaning
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Chiera
Uniwe rsi useum.
ous volumes consist-
bared for

4, 54
a5, all e or |ass
heless the|contents
he tablets (were =0
in the stpry that an

tanbul, and
:hJera, who
efare he
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sevaral
i obscura
nbul thres
Con returni
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Sumarian Mythclopy

Unijersity Museum at Phjladelphia, and yet[ancther in 1940. B&
Thesk three fragments hdlped to fill in the most serious |
in my first recanstructiog and translation, fnd as a res.
mytl), as(far as it goes, & now almost completa; the scjgntific
editjpn, ipcluding the onginal text, and transliteratl

Eﬂti n, has just been|published.”

Unitd 'ﬁz:es in 1939 | located another|large pisce i the

the goddess of light and love a
isiting the nether world, perh

s, adoms herself with her q
dy to enter the ['land of no requren,
|d is her eler sister and bitter
I, the goddess|of darkmess and|gloom and
her to death i the nether
nger, Ninshubur, who is ahva

r three days she [shall have f
i5 1o g0 1o heaten and setup 3 I}E and cry forf Ber in

K to go to
blets have been efcavated, ang fhers
the god Enlil to| save Inanng [from

there repeat his|plea before
god. IF Hanna, tod, refuses, he
Sumerian civilization is said tplhave
nd plead before |Enki, the "ggd of
"who knows the food of |ife.| who
ill restore [nanna o Iife,

to Palestine, a
reat/Sumerian moo
idu, the city in whi
ated, and weep

" And the latte
knows the water of life,"

r

and approaches Efpshkigal's temple of lapis lazuli. (AT the

Haumg tlken these precautions, Inanna desgends to the Ther
n 1
gatd|she k met by the chjef gatekeeper, whip demands 19 know

& 2010 Forgotten . WY, Iln'l.;!uﬂ{.'ﬂlmqh_nm
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who she is and w

for he

after antering the
bended knees b«;lore Ereshki
d judpes cf the nother
their "look of death,”
oM 3 stake.

dreadj
Inann
corpse

%0 pajs three d

Minsh

and hung f

incomplaete state

hy she came
visit, and |the gatekeeper, u
mistress Ereshkigyl, leads her

nether| workl, As she passes t

ForgatierBaoksory

ntocts a fal
instructions from his

BXCuse

h pf the patep part of
her protest. Finally
s brodght stark naked and an
seven Anunpaki, the

rid. latter fastgen upon
heray sle is turned into a
nights{ Gn the foufth day,
ress haqd hot|returned, procesds
in accqadance with hiq instruc-
oth Enly pf Nippur and Nanna of
r, devigds a|plan to restore her
fru and (kalpturru, twg sexless
foqd of lfe" [and the

top ko the nethar world
this sikty timps upan
they dp|and Inanna ves, Ag
ar, scend oo the earth,

Il extant spurce materipl for "Imanna’'s Desce
aks off |but this s n
var, that

nt future the pieces u:‘ﬁehi:h the
ergd and d

al translation of the gbmpasiion;
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Sumerian Mhytholopy ‘“'-...f'l 115

it pravides an excellent illugtration pfithe mood apd temper, the
swing and rhythm of Sumefian posal

From the "great apove" fhd 3ot her mihd toward the
"great below,”
The goddess, from the "great pbove” shg (set her mind
toward the "great below."
Inanna, from the "great abgve'| she set hdr mind toward
the "great below."

My lzdy ahandoned heavea
To the nether whrld sh
[manna abandaned(heave
To the nether wprld sh
Abandoned kardship, aban
To the nether whrld sh

andaned darth,
stended,
hdoned a3rgh,
spended,
d ladyship,
stended.

In Erach she abandoned Egnra
To the nather wprld sh Lended.
In Badtibira she abindone ushkalamimp
To the nether wprid sh Fended,
In Zabalam she abandone ina,
To the nather wprld sh
In Adab she abandened Es
To the nether wprld sh
In Nippur she abandoned
To the nather wprld sh
In Kish she abandohed HurndagHalamma
To the nether wprld sh
In Agade she abandoned E
To the nather wprld sh

I

ushgarra,

The seven divine decrees ge|fastened at the side,

Il.‘-* 1 Fll:-xl'gl::-ﬂ-:m ok . ey, [orgottenhooky org
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heps she

Fill

int o

Inthe hg

Lower th

With . ..

Like g puper|i
Tothe Efur, t

iq lazuli

] nsjyem i
WE;: F:lre'EnIiI:

ForgotenBosksary

k ait the diving decrees, placed them at her

sat
o

plat (her) waiting foot,
pf the plain, she put upon her

her cauntenance,

he gripped in {her) hand,
hnes slile ted about her neck,
fistened to her breast,
n|her band,

uj;d about her breast,

Hiship she arranged about her

Upr

ped
he bk
af La

herface, p. 88

¢ nether world,
willked at her side,
nshubur:
ntant support,
ble wards,

rds,
the nether world.

the nether world,
for me,
out far me,
sh abaut for me,
&r thy mouth for me,
J- . for me,
rment dress for me,
l?.Enlil, all abane direct thy step.

ERur, the howuse of Enlil,

)

II(IW' Forgotber) Broodes
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Sumerkin Mythology L 127

'O fathar Enlil, ket not thy daughter be ppt to death in
the pether world,
Let pot thy good metal be ground up intg the dust of
the hether world,
Let hot thy good lapis lazuli be(broken up nto the stone
of the stone-worker,
Let mot thy boxwood be cut Lp inta tha wood of the
wocsd-worker,
Let pot the maid Ihanna be pat to death|ip the nether
ward.'

"If Bnlil stands not by thee in this matter, gg to Ur,

"In Jr upon thy entering the house of the . . . of the
land,
The|Ekishshirgal, the house of Nanna,
Weep before Nanna;
' Fpther Nanna, let not thy daughter be put to death In
the pether waorld,
Let pot thy pood metal be grdund up ingg the dust of
the pether world,
Let hiot thy good lapis lazull be(broken up jato the stone
of the stane-woarker,
Let pot thy boxwood be cut Lp into the wood of the
wokd-worker,

Let pot the maid Inanna be pyt to death|ip the nather
wor]d.'

“If Manna stands not by thee infthis mattes, (2o o Eridu.

"In Eridu upan thy entering the house of Epki,
Wesp before Enki:
' father Enki, ket not thy daughter be put to death in
the pether world,

& 110 Fu-rgu-ﬂ-::n ok e lorgotténbogks org
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Let not thy d metal be ground |up into the|dust|of
the natherwiorld,
Let not thy ghad lapis lazuli be broken up into the stane

of the sto rker,

Let not thy podwood be cut up into the wood of the
WO -War

Let not the maid Inanna be put to death in the nether
world.'

"Father :m the lard of wisdom,
Who kn the food of |ifa, who knows the water|of
life,
He will surely|bring me to life.”

Inanna walked toward the nether world,
To her messgnger Ninsh ubur she says:
“la0, Ninsrﬁ F

The word which | have commanded thee .. ."

When Inanng|had arrived at the lapis lazuli palace of the
nether wo
At the doof of the nether world she E:ted ewvilly,

]
.

In the palape|of the nether world she spoke awvilh
*Open the hgpse, patekeeper, openjthe house,

Open the holce, Neti, apen the hodse, all alone|l woyld
enter."

Meti, the chigf gatekeeper of the nether world,
Answers the gure Inanna:
“Who pray agt thou?"

*I am the qugen of heaven, the plage where the|sun ris-
ee,"

& 110 Fu-rgu-ﬂtrlt ok ko Ilnrguu-elnl:n-uk.-l.nm



Kumnerian Mythclogy SR FL

thou art the queen of heaven, thd place where|the
syn rses,
hy pray hast thou come to the land af na return?
n the road whase traveller returns (mot how has|thy
hpart led thea”

The pure Inanna answers him;
"Fy elder sister Ereshkigal,
lle

Bpcause her husband, the lord Gugaknna, had been
killed,

To witness the funeral rites,

.50 be it."

ti, the chief gatekeeper of the nethern world
swers the pure Inanna:
ay, Inanna, to my queen let me speak,
To my queen Ereshkigal let me speak || let me speak,

ti, the chief gatekecper of the netherd workd
r= the house of his queen Eres | and =ay% to

My queen, a mald,
Lkeagad .. .
The door.. .,
I Eanna. . .,
The seven divine decreas she hasfasterﬁd at the sidI,
£ has sought out the divine decrees| has plgced tham
her hand,
| the decress she has set up at (har) waiting foot,
ne shugurra, the crown of the plain.une has| put upon
r head,
Ediance she has placed upon har counte nancg,
ne . .. rad of lapls lazu li she has gripped In {hfr} hand,

e I . |

£ 20170 Fonpotber Boolos - . I'nrgtllﬂtﬂl:n-uh.nm
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A,

.« SEONEE 5§
she has gri

!

all lapiq lazuli 5tunﬁs

Inanna hel-;aﬁ:

Forgotien

stened to her

Ratekeepar:

kecpar of the nether i[\n:.lrlvl:,
commgnd thee give ¢a
n gates of the

I.
hether world,

he nether wor|d

I

. pave the decfees
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define
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he do-

htering thj::rst ET:
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ray, |

ray, |

ilv, O Inanna/

ilv, O Inanna/

L 13

not guestian the rites of the nether

d gate,
rermoved
this?"

ing the third gate,
this?"

een perfecte
not questi

r entexing the fourth gate,
J. . stones of Rer breast were remowved,

ray, [4thls?"

inarily, O Inanna/ have the
arkd feen perfecte

a dol not quest

r antexing the fifth gate,

ring gf her hand wis removed
ray, [4thls?"

inarily, O Inanna/ have the
arkd feen perfecte
ha, dof not guest

& 210 FDIFMM! )

have the

have the

decreas of the

n the riteps of the nether

of her necl were rermoved.
decreas of the

n the riteps of the nether

decreas of the

n the riteps of the nether

decreas of the

n the riteps of the nether
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Upor her entering the sigth gate,
The |. . breastplate of hgr breast was remowved.
"What, pray, & this™
“"Extrpordinanly, O Ina£a. havg the decrges of the

nether world peen perfacted,
0 Inpnna, dg not question thg rites of the nether

Upon her entering the seventh gate,
garments of ladydhip of he| body warg removed,

nether world peen perfacted,

ordinanlly, O Ina£a. havg the decrges of the
0 Inpnna, dg not question thg rites of the nether

The gure Ereshkigal se herself upon hEDreflmnE,

The anunnaki the seves judges, pronoun judgrment
befoye her,
Theyifastenag {their) eyes upon §er, the eyss of death,

At thpir word | the word fwhich tarfures the sgirit,

The qick woman was turped into
rpse wids hung from a sta

carpse,

thres days and three nights had passed
essengdr Ninshubyr,
essengdr of favorable word
rrier of supporting words.
2 heaven with complaints for her,
for her ip the assemnbly shrine,
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Sumeyian Mythology L]

Rushed about for her in the housa of the gpds,

Lowered his aye for her, lowered his moyth for her,
With . . . he lowered his great . ., far her,
Like a pauper in 3 single garment he dresggd for herj
To the Ekur, the howse of Enlil, al] alone |he directed his
step.

Upon his Enteriﬁ the Ekur, the hguse of Ealil,
Befare Enlil he wee prs:

"0 father Enlil, |let not thy daughter be pdt to death In
the nether world,
Let not thy pogd metal be ground up igtp the dukt of
the nether world,
Let not thy good lapis lazull be broken up nto the Tnne

¥

of the stane-warker,

Let not thy boxwood be cut up finto the|wood of the
wood-worker,

Let not the mald Inanna be put %o death jn the ngther
world."

Father Enlil a nswers Ninshubur
"My daughter,sm the '‘Breat abowe” . .
low' | ..,
Inanna, in the 'great above'. . ., infthe 'great below:). .,
The decrees nﬁ the nether world, the .|.[. decreeg. 1o
their place. . .,
Who, pray, to their place ., ?*

.. ih the 'greaf be-

Father Enlil stofd not by him in this mattdr, he wept ta
Ur.

In Ur upon his @ntering the house of the | . (. of the 1nd,
The Ekimhshirga), the house of Nadna,
Before Nanna he weeps:

& 110 Fnrgu-ﬂtnﬂl-ﬂ-ﬂu o uw.l'nrquﬂ-ml:n-uh.nm
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-

A,

nether

rid,

not thy gocd metal be g

} father Nanna, |4t not thy daughter he put to

Found

Forgotien

Paokzory

daath in

up into the dust of

to the wood of the

nether world,
Let not thy good lapis 1a2uli be broken up into the stone
the stanea wnr:f
not thy hoxwdod ke cut|up in
d-workajr,
not the maid [pannp be gut to

her Nannp answers Ninshubur:

v daughter in tHe 'gneat above'

nna, in the 'gre wa' ||, inthe '‘great balpw'
THe decreps| of the ne her wurld the . . . der
::Elr place . | .,

o, pray, 1o theirfplace . . .7
Father Nanng stoof not by him in fhis matter,
1o Eridu.
In|Eridu upon his & ng thelhouse of Enkl,

nether

nather

not the
d.”

Father Enki answears Nirshu by

not thy good

rld.

rid,

maid Ipann

e Cut

thy daughtdr be put to

rou no

up in

g be put o

_1

1 Il‘nrgu-ﬂ-tln ok

death in the nether

.. in the 'dreat be-

r =

rees, 1o

he went

Heath in

up into the dust of

to the wood of the

death in the nether
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hat now has [hanna done!|l amtroubled,

hat now has|the queen of all the lands donel | am
toubled,
What now hay the hierodule of heaven donel | am
troubled.”

'£Vhat naw has|my daughten donel lamtroubled,

.} . he brought forth dirt (ang)] fashioned the kurgarru,
L. he brought forth dirt (angd] fashioned the kalaturru,
the kurgarrulhe gave the food of life,

the kalaturry he gave the|watar of life,

her En ki sayq to the kalatprru and kurgarru:

L - [nineteen liges destroyed)

pon the corgse hung from a stake direct the fear of
e rays of fire,
times the food of life, sixy imes the water of Iife,

ariby Inanna will arise."

} . (owenty-fou[{7) lines destroyed) p. 95

pon the cor hung frarmp a stake they dimcted the
r of the rays pf fire,
times the food of life, sixy imes the water of Iife,
ey sprinkled dpon i,
manna arase.

anna ascen ds[mm the nether warld,

he Anunhaki flpd,

nd} whoever pf the nether world that had descended
eacefully to thi nather qu;

hen nanna ajcends from 1he nether world,

rily the dead hasten ahead of her.

& 110 Fncrqu-ﬂtn ok wiwrey. [orgottenbaokd.org
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i,

oy

Inanna ascends fram the nather world,

The small demo

The large demLs like tablat styluses,

Walked at hers
Who walked in

staff In the hand,

Who walked at

woapan on the |oin.

They who prece

They who prec:ﬁ.e Inanna,

{Were baings
ter,

Who eat not spili

Who drink notl
Who take away
Who take away
mother,

Inanna ascends

Upon Inanna's ascdnding fram the nether world,

Her messenger
5at in the dust,
The demans sa

*Or Inanna, wait b

thee”

The pure Inannd arnswers the demons:

*[He is) my mes
My carrier of su

He falls not my dirgetions,

He delays not r\{/‘
He fills heaven with complaints for me,

Ity the assem by

In the house of the|gods he rushed abautfor me,

ForgotenBasknary

s |ike . . . ready,

a
frant of her, being without . . ., held 3

har side, being withdut . . ., carried 4

tha wife from the loingof man,
thd child frem the bresst of the nursing

framn the nethet world;

Ninkhubur threw Rirmsglf 2t her feet,

ressed in dir.
tathe pure Inanna:
re thy c:irI.we wauld bring him tg

sangar of favordble wopds,
B pgrting words)

mmanded word,

s hline he eried out forfme,

& 110 Fu-xl'gu-ﬂtn B-?-ﬂh WPy, I'n'raluﬂvtﬂl:n-ulu-nm
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He (lowered his eye forme, he lowered his mouth for
e

With |.. he lowered
i

isgrent ., for me, p. 96
Lik¢ a|pauperin 3 single paqment he dressed for me,

Tn1ha|-‘Ekur,ﬂ1E hiou Enfil,

I ﬂr, o the house of Napng,
In Eridu, to the hauss of[Enki (he directed his step),
He prgéupht me to life."

"Lef us precede her, 0 nma to the Sigkurshagga let us
prepede her"

mima, from the Sgkdshagga,
threw himself gt her fest,
inf he dust, d d ir

demons say to the pure Inanna:
"O Indnna, wait befare ghy|city, we would bring him ta

Thg pLre Inanna answer r:];demnns:
[Imanna's answer is desy d)

"Let us precede her,|in Badtibira to the Emushkalamma
let ps precede her."

In Badtibira frcm the Endlus hkalamma,

- - Ehrew themsehes at|het faet,
Satlinthe dust, dre%d%cﬁrt.

The dEmons say to the pure Inanna:
"0 Ingnna, walt before thy pity, we would bring them o
thep.'

The pUreé Inanna ansywe g the demons:

= iHII (I:IFu-xl'gu-ﬂtn ok wiwrey. [orgottenbaokd.org
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Wi,

{IlLann

nti

's answer destroyed; the #nd of the poegm ik

)

'IF 1 Fnrgu-ﬂ-t:: ok

ForgotenBagnor)

WIAI;'W. rmFMnch.nm



Edmerian Mythslogy ‘“'-...f'l 1353

MISCELLANEOQUS MYTHS

THE PELUGE

redactors of the Eible has boan kno
han half a centy
ment of the eleventh tablet of the Se

& Biblical delug:E story i5s nhot orginal| with ¢

ring, and humkl
advised him to|save himself by build
e [ong passage giving the details of the| construe-

= HII 0 Forgotber Bk W I'nrguF-ml:n-uk.-l.nm
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tion of the I::Et is destroyed; when our text beginslagain it & jn
Hps

the midst of

Allthe windstorms, exceedingly powerful, 2

ane,
The
Afta

s

eluge raged over the surface of the eaf

ForgacienBosksory

cribing the flood:

for seven days and seven nights,

The

The k

p

Again a lon
once maorea,

Bre

The remainder of the poem is destroved,

luge had raged in the land,

me forth, wha sheds light on heaven
ra opened a window of the huge I::n::lar
ra, the king,

Lty prostrated himself,

2 kills an ox, slaughters a sheap,

reak follows: when our text I:re:an Intelligibe

¢ describing the immortallzing of 2ius

THE MARRIAGE OF MARTU w

hacked as

& huge boat had been tosced about oe the greal

kh, p. 98

nd earth.

dra:

& 2010 Fopgotbe Dok N
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% yet we have |hut ane tablet jnscri with the text of|khis
oem; it is in the Nippur collectfion of the University Musgum
nd has been cogied and tranglated in part by

FIG. £ THE DELUGE
This figure gived the abverse apd the| reverse of the dEg&
g

tablet as publshpd by Poebel in|1914, B8 The marked paskage
tontains the linet describing the flood and reads as follows:

1. wis-Hul -l15-fultnigurd-gdrd-gal di-a-bi ur-bi
sig-gi-ed
2. a-ma-iju ugu-kab-dugdea ba-gn-da-ab-or-or
3 ud-7-am gle&-T-am
4, a-ma-u kalam-ma ba-4r-ra-ta

5 it mifgurd-gurd alal | Tul5-Hulk-bul-bul-a-ta

6. dutu ip-ma-ra-& antkl-p vd-gaRa

For the translatign, see pages 798,

THE DELUGE
{For descriptlod, see cppostts paged

= Il;llﬂ' Il“nrgu-ﬂtnlﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂu WPy, I'nrgltllﬂ-ml:n-uk.-l.nm
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Edward Ch
story takes
of princash

pEra s
place
o g

antithetical
whaose pxa

Far sama
tm

My|neigh
In My city]
Hawe no

ger of

a#es |

Tha remain

"o
My

CrOwn ex
e rh

{xisted.l:llre nitrum

jim & wife

the hou
ity my friegds have ta

of Minab,

eriar]s into th

EEE

| Shigab did not
sted, the

¢ exifted, the p

efistod,
Ere was Bin

not altogkther chear

arried.

th

s F.
enters, says:

0a s have
I{a neLr:fmﬁie
bife |havd no child.™
the

her. 1a

hall hrili

to thee,”

identified lo i
to hjve been fan:u, a west-Semit

therefore goes to his moth

taken w'er;. unto themsahvas,

Epearh is ohsoure; it ends with;

far me a wife,

Ity in Mesopota

r pantheon. The rg
s described in |

exrt,

re tiara did not exisk

did not exist,
kh-giving.

in the text, the god

i

ken wives unto themn

5 have no wifae,

& 110 Il‘u-rgu-ﬂ-tn ok
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His mother |advises him accerdingly. A grea feast is then

prepared |in |N|nab, and to it|oomes Numushda) the tutelary
deity of Kazally, with his wife| apd daughter. ulLing this faast
Martu parfgrmys some heroig deed--the pas invohed is

partty brgken [and largely urintelligible--which prings joy ta
d the [atter offers Martu sliver
; it is the hang crjhlumushda's
daughter |which he claims a§ his reward. Npmushda gladby
. does his davphter, alkhough an #ffort is made

one of hdr :I:lln e relatives to disparage Martu [n her eyes as 3
d

ngocked meat he eats,
Curing his life he has np house,
“:&- e dies he hes ulburied,
Q

- | why wouldsttHou marry Martu?

To this arfur"nEJlt Numushda's jaughter answers simphy: “Martu
I shall magry " dnd our poem eqds.

INANNA PREFERY THE FARMEH x

This chamming| agricuktural . 90 which | have antitled
“Inanna Aredert the Farmer,” & |another example of the Cain-
fbel motif. Thy characters of dur poem are four i number: the
seeminghy ubiqpitous [nanna; her brother, the quncgod Utu; the
shepherdigof Pumugzi; the farmer-god Enkimdh, The plet is as
follows. Inanna is about to cho a spouse. Hey brother Lhu
urges herlto marry the shepherd-god Oumuzl, |bdt she prefers
the farmer Enkimdu. Therpupon Dumuz| Seps up and
demands tu-tn w why she prdfars the farmer: |hel Dumuzi, the
shepherd hgs everything that thg farmer has apd |mere. Inanna

17" B

:rzmlo orgotter Books o wwer. [orgottenbooky.org
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-y

daes not @nswer, but Enkimdu, the farmer, who ¢
peaceful [cautious type, trigs to appease the bollig
The lattaf refuses to be gppeased, however, un
promises|to bring him all kinds of gifts and--haf
siresced fhe meaning of | the text & not quite
Inanna hgrseif.

The intell
sun-god

gible part of thel poem begine with an address by|the
to his sister Iganna:

= )
F= =
+

my sister, the much possessing shephe
maid Inanna, why dost thou not favor?
His @il is gaod, his date-wine is good,

a shepherd, evepything his hand touches|k bright,
Inanna, the much-possessing Dumuzi | .
FLll of jewels and precious stanes, why dostthou ncy
vore
Hjs good ail he wil| @at with thee,
a protectar of the king, why dost thou npt favor?™

But Inanma refuses:

g much-passessing shepherd 1 shall noy marry,
Inhie new . . . 1 shdll not walk,
Ity his new . .. I shdll utter no praise,
I,[the maid, the fapner | shall marry,

a farmer who mikes plants grow abu ndllet by,
e farmer who mipkes the grain grow ab

A break of about twalhve [ines follows, in which Inap
to give the reasons for hey preference. Then the

Dumuzi ps up to Inanha, protesting her cho
that is rticularly remarkable far its intnicag
phrase-pattern:

& 2010 Forgotben B-th | WLy !ﬁgnﬂtﬂbnch.nm
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Follow
Enkimd

Mythclogy

"The farmeg more than |, the farme
farmer what has he mare than I?

his black garment,

hirs white garment,
2 his first date-wine,
ow milk,

ism-milk

e his 'heart-turning’
y bubbling milk,

y plant-mllk,

his gocd partians, |
Milk,

e can eat, more than
br hitn much oil, | pou

the famer, what has

pEdsement:
ppherd, why dost tho
Dumuzi, why dost th

p eat the grass of the
pwland let thy sheep

hy shes
y mead

e his good date-wing,
e his water-miied date-wine, | pour hirm
e

Ehis good bread, 181
his small beans, | give

rh-nse meaning is motl ckear: then begins
p

"5 s

r more than |, Thi
epye him, the famm4r,
I give hirn, the farnper,
| pour him, the far
pour him, the fag-
gl ate -wina, | pour Kim,
!
gtve him, the farmedr,
him, the farmer/ iy
him my small

b cah drink,
atfor hlm much

ke more than 17"

U ttart a quamet
b start a quarre(?

hthee why dost thou

eqrth, p. 103
pasture,

& 2010 Forgotben IB-ﬂ-::nIu
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Intheiﬁeﬂds Zabalam |eq them at grain,
Let all thy folds doink the watar of my river Unun."

But the shepherd remaing adamant:

as my friend,
O farmey, En :imdt,as my friend, O farmer, as my

friend, dp not entpr.”

"I, ::iﬁ pherd, 3t my mdrriage do not enter, O farmer,

Therdupan thi farmar offzrs to bring him|all kinds of gifts;

"Whept {sha|l bring thee, beans 1 shall bring thes,
Beand off. . . shall‘gbring thee,

The :Eil: Inapna {and} wh}twer' pleasing to thee,
The maid Inapna |. .| shall bring thee.*

And the (popm Jendu. with fhe ming victory of the
shepherd-god DUmuai avgr the fargmer-god Enkimdu.

= H}W Fu-rgu-lﬂtn ok wiwrey. [orgottenbaokd.org
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REFE

Folllowlng is a list of abbroviations

A

Mpsee du Louvre, Paris. Antigu

cafalogue number).

AOF
Archiv Fiir Orientforsc

R

Arehiv Orientdini {Prague, 1928--|,

Oriental Institut: of
Studies [Chicago, 193

5 No. 11

| --).

ES Mo. 10
Kramer, Samuel N. Gilgamesh and

Jagabsen, Thorklld. THe Sumerkan

MNo. 12
Kramer, Samuel N.

upt, Paul. Akkadq
{Leipzie, 1381-1882).

Lamentation

ische und

RENCES AND NOTES

hung {Berlin] 1923-1).

king 11t {1939

& 110 Flnrgu-ﬂtnlﬂ-ﬂ-ﬂu
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the hyluppu-tres (1938).

jtes afientales. (Followed hy

the Uniergty of |[Chicagg. Assyridkogical

over [the degtruction |of Ur

sumerische |Kailschrifttexte
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ATU
Attorichtalische Tewte| und Untersuchungen, ad. by Brunc
Moaissner (Leiden, 1318~

BA
Baitrige ur Assyriclogie und semitischen Sprachwissenschaft,
edited py P. Haupt and|F. Delitzsch (Bakimore and Leipzig, [1890-
1927)

BASOR
Bulletiy pf the Amdrigan Schools of Onental Research [Balti-
more, 1909--1.

BE
The Blh'\rk}nian Experﬁun of the University of Penns'ﬂmnia.
I

Seres b Cuneiform [tepas, ed. by H. V. Hilprecht {Philad4lphia,

1893-1514).

BE XXI3
Radau| Hugo. Sumegiap hymns and prayers 1o god Hin-ib| from
the temple lbrary of|N|ppur (1911).

BE XXX
Langddgn,| Stephan H. |Historical and religious texts from the
templg liprary of Nippur (1914,

B&I
Barton| George A. Mrscellaneous Babylonian inscriptions|[New
Haven|1912--).

BL
Langddn |Stephen H.|Babylonian [iturgies (Paris, 1813).

CHS

£ 20170 Fonpotber Boolos . I'nrgtlltlt-ml:n-uk.'l.nm
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Babylonian seqtipn. (Follo by [number.] All €85 nu

Museum of t Llniverﬁm%; Penpsyhvania. Catalogue
listed in the notes are still uppublisied.

oT
British Muﬁeul Cunefarm texts frpm Babylonian tablets | .. In
the British Musedm (Londap, 18%6-1{).

56
Pocbel, Arnc. Grpndzige der sumetischen Grammatik { Rofrock,
1923).

HAWY
Radau, Hugo. 'Niscellaneous textq from the temple librdry of
Nippur,” in Hilprecht anniyersary palume (Leipzig, 1909§374-
457.

HRETA
Mies, ), B, and . E, Keisen Historal, religious, and ecodamic
texts and a ntiquities (Mew Haven, 1p20].

JAOS
Journal of the American Crigntal Sofiety (Bostan, etc., 184%--).

JRAS
Journal of the Rayal Asiatid Socletylof Great Britain and fgland
(London, 18344,

K
British Museum.| Kouyun)il collectlon. [(Followed by catalogue
number. |

KAR
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130

Ebellng, Erich. Keikchriftte us Assgr religigsen| Inhaks
{Wissenschaftliche WVerdffendi fn,gen der Deutsche | Ofient-
Gasdllschaft, Bd, 28, Heft 1-4] 3nd Bd. 34, Heft [1-- | LelpTig.
1914-.),

KGY
Abe|| L. and H. Winkler., Keikchrifttexte zum Gebrauch bei
Vorlgsungen {Berlin, 1890).

MYy
Mitt??lungen der Vorderasidtisch-aegyptische  [Gesellsghaf
{Berlin, 1896-1908; Leipzig, 1904 -jl

Mi
Asarl atika miizeleri [Musaum &f|the An:é;nt Qrient), Istir bul.
I

Nippur collection. (Followed Py catalogue number.) Mi
nutmpers listed in the notes will bg publishgd in SLTN.

QECT
Oxford editions of cuneifarm teyig (London, 1923--).

QECTI
Lan%ﬂn, Stephen H. Sumeripn and Semitic rdligiqus| and
histarical texts (London, 1923]),

PES
Museum cf the Linkersity of Penonsylanig, Publicaions of the
Babyicnian section {Philadelphiq, 1911--}.

FES 11
Myhrman, David W, Bakylonian kymns and prayers [1911)]

PFEE 12
Luz,|Henry F. Selected Sumerliaf gnd Babylonian texts (1915).
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PBS IV |
Pocbel, Amp. Historical texts (19]

FB5 V

Paoebel Armo. Hstorical and grampmata

PES WL
Poebel, Arno. Grammatical texts

FBS X1
Langdon, Stephen H, Sumerian &
the fall of man [1915).

FBS X 2
Langdon, S H. Sumerian [Rurgical

PBS X 4
Langdon, 5. H. Sumerian Iturgies

RBS5 Xl

Langdon, 5 H. Sumerian grammatical fexts (1917].

PES XN

Legrain, Lean. Historical fragments [1923).

PRAK
Genouillac, Hennl de, Premiaras
Kich (2 vols.; Paris, 1924-1925).

R
Rawlinson, Sir Henry. The cune
Asia (5 vols.; London, 1351-1884;

RA

a).

(191)

and [ps

recpd

pic of garadise, the

taxts (]

texts {19]14)

L917).

plims [1919).

tches archacy

& 110 ]I"'nrgu-ttn
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fload, and

pEiques 4

pscriptions ol Westem

mh i
[t:l.r]l, 2d ed., 1891}
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Revue dlassyriologie et d'archac|ogie afientabe [Paris| 188&--).

SAK
Thureay-Dangin, Frangon. Die sumerfschen und| dkkadifchen
Kd nigsinschriften (Leipzig) 1907).

SBH
Reisner| George A. 5umeri5ch-hab\1uni5che Hymnen | nach
Thontafaln griechischer Zeit [(Bedin, 1BYE).

SEM
Chiera, Edward. Sumeriap ppics and mwths [Origntal Institute
publications X\V: Chicago, 1934).

=10
Kramer|5amuel N. "Sumerian literaturp,” in Proceedings of the
American Philosophical Sgcicty 55.293323 1942,

ALTN

Kramer,| 5amuel M. Sumarian [terary texts from Mippur in the
Museum of the Ancient |Orient (to agpear in th{ ear Eture
under t?e auspices of the American 5:$nnl of Orieptal Redearch
at Bagdad and the Amerigan Council of |Learned Sogigtias).

SRT

Chlera, [Edward. Sumerlﬂn religlous geots {Crozel Theolpgical
Seminany. Babylanian publications |; Upland, Pa., 1924).

STVC
Chlera, [Edward. Sumerign texts of varied contants (Onfental
Insticute publications X1 Chicago, 19348,

TRS
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Genauillac, Henri de. Textes rdigieux sumiriend qu Louvre,

Tomes |-l (Musée du Louvpe)

Cepartment dds |antiquités

oriengales, Taxtes cunéiformes| Temes XY-X¥L Parig, 13300,

u

the University of Pennsybrania
{Folldwed by catalopue number.

V5
Etaalii:he Museen, Berlin. Vorg
fLeipkig, 1907-].

valil

Measopathimia. Yr|callection.

Joint|Expedition of the British h:lrﬁeum and pf thg Museum of
)

arasiatische Schrftdenkmdler

Zimmern, Heinrich. Sumerische Kuklieder qus althakykenischer

Zeit, L. Reihe [1912).

Vi

Zimmern, Heinrich. Sumerische Kuklieder qus althakykenischer

Zeit, 2. Reihe [1913).

VAT
Staagiche Musecn, Barlin, Torta

Abteilung. {Followed by catalogud number.]

1. Thiz extant taxt of this poe ,v[-hi:hwe
f

of Enmerkar," is recanstructe

fragmonts: CBS 29.13.194, 29.16
14 16: SRT 34. The following] p
composition: BE XXXI 44 {cf. Kra
7859 HAV 9. "The Epic of Enmer
another epir tale concerned with

may entitle "Enmerkar and Enmuchkeshdan

of thi latter poam |s reconstric

relsammlung, Vorderasiatische

"The Eplc
om the blets and
422: PRS ¥ [8: il %: SEM

ar" i 1o byl kept gigtinct from
the scame Eamerkar] which we

ed from

= Iﬂ1lﬂ']
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and fragmehts: Ni 2283; PFES ¥V B, 10; 3EM 14, 18, 19. The
following pigces ako probably belong to iECBS 2B8.16.450; HAV
17; SEM 17 In SL 320 | assumed that e had| but one epic
CoOmpositio

dealing withthe exploits of Enmerkar in the cnunLe of subjupat-
ing Aratta t§ Erech. It now jeems more lkaly thpt we actually

in SY as the "larger
responds 1o the poem designated jbove as "The

Epic of Enmrkar"; the secopd, described]| In 5L as the “smaller
partion,” cdrrespands te the ong desighated “Enmerkar and
Enmushkesiidanna." Note also that th§ number of peces

dentified ag belonging to these fwo po
stated in 5L B20.

ms is 20, not 25 as

2. The trangliteration and franslation of) this ppssage are as
follows:

1, ud-ba muf-nu-gal-la-am gir nu-gpl-la-amfka nu-gil-la-am]
2. ur-mal) ng-gal-la-&m ur-ziff7) uribar-ra u-gél-lﬁm
3. ni-te-ga s9-ri-zri nu-gal-lahm
4, li-lué gabia-£u-gar nu-um-fuku-am
5, ud-ba kurfiubur ki-hé-me-gi
6. eme-fa-ngun ki-en-gl kur-gakbmerna m-njin-ha-kam
7. kiuri ku “te-gdl-la
B, kur-mar-tp-g-5al-la-ni-a
9. an-ki-nigi§-na uku-sag-si-gh
10Q. den-likrd eme-a%-am, he-gn-nada-Jsii-el(?)]
In those dags there was no gnake, there Was no sperpion, there
was na hyeda,
Theare was np lon, there wasino wild dog, po wolf,
There was np fear, no terror,
Man had nojrival.
L =] HIIHJ' Fncrgu-iztn B-Mhl wisrer. [orgotbénbooky.org
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In those ¢ the land Shybur [Easf), the place of plenty, of
rightecus decrees,

Harmeny-1¢ngued Sumer {Sputh ), thg great land of the "decroes
of princeshlp.”

url {Marth]) the land havinglall that is peedful,

The land l1hrtu (West), rest|ng in s clriw,

The whole| iniverse, the padple in unigon,

Ta Enlil in gne tangue gave praisa,

3, The teqgn Accadian is n ipd to the Semitic
languape §poken in the coyntries knows as Assyria
and Babyknia; Assyrian agd Babyignian, the terms formerly
used to defignate this langdage, are the names of the two best-
known dialects of the Accadan langu

4, No satisfactory histary of [sumer a erans has as yet
been writfen, Howewer, the intere Ter w|ll abtaln a
relatively pdequate orientagion in the fundamental
pattemn of{fjumerian historyland its ms by pxamining
such works as L W. Kin ter (and Akkad
fLondon, 1510); The Cambyidge Andlent Histpry, Mol 1 {1923;
especially ghapters X-X11 by ftephen ||C. L. Weoley, The
Sumeriand [Cuford, 1929); tarr|ian Origins:
The Basic|Population of the Mear ladelphia, 1330):
Henrl Fragkfort, Archaea meriap  Problem
(Qriantal INstitute Studias i Civilizdtion, No., 4
Chicagn, 1H32); W. F. Albright, From Age th Christiani-
ty {Bakti , 1540). The t the [statements
formulateq| In these voluhes not %hr § serlous
divergencgs, inconsistancie s helis asked to
bear in mynd that the pprtinent naterigl is highly
complex ig| character and nterpretation are
ctill in a comtinuaus and pr #,

'l.‘-: 1 Fnrgu-:ttn B-ﬂ-ﬂr.tl
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5 For a more detailed sketch

cuneiform system of writing,
Progress of Assyriology (Lond
here an excellent pertinent

of Sumerian in particular, cf
Sumerischen Frage (Leipzig,
curicsity it is noteworthy to
1o the contrary, the well-kno

views no people other tha
possession of Babylonia.

but it may be close to 100,0

7. For a2 detailed description

f. E.
n, ]
ibls

Peters, MNippur {2 vols.: New| Yor

Excavations in Assyria and Ba
of the Unhmrs'm,r of Penn

Mippur -:Berim 1907). 'rheta
3pp-eare:| Iargehr In the two

Iet
sen

rpOSes.

enad to
them all Into the

L~ WFnrgu-Hﬂ::B-?-ﬂu
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Leon Legrain, Babypnian Inscriptions and| F ents from
Mippur and Babylon [PES X¥, 1928); Edward| Chjera, Sumegian
Lexical Tests from the Temple School of | Nippur {Driestal
Institute Publications|XI; Chigago, 1929). For the Feals and tgma
ulture of phe
the Museum

andbuchs der
Walter Otto; Munich, 1939), |pp.
cavations |on

Afrertyumwissansch
add ff; also Soto
Sumerian Sitex [Londan, 1935).

9, For a list of the large number of publicatigns|cantaining the
Sumerian ecenomic docu ts, of. Orientalia|27|31-40, and the
annual bibliographies|in ADF

10. The greater paft of 1his material ha an gathe
transliterated, and translatel by the emineny Frgénch Assyriglo-
gist in his SAK as eafty as 1907 this volumg sl still basic and
standard. The most signflcant addition to thi erialin recent
days i5 C. ). Gadd and L. Legrain, Rayal Inscrippicens (Publicati
of the loint Expediion of| the British Muyeufn and of the
University Museom, Univerity of Peansylvagia || to Mesopdta-
tmia. Ur Excavations, Texts |, |Londan, 1928).

11. For a list of the publicatipns, of. Onientalid 23 31-30 and the
annual bibhiographied in ADK. The mathematifal pexts, espedial-
by, have now found ample teatment; of. Thugead-Dangin {In| RA
24-35) and Ctto Neugebaupr, Mathematisc teilschrifttmte
{Berlin, 1935-1937).

'ﬂllﬂlﬂFnrgu-ﬂtn B-th . uw.l’nrgulu-mlm-uh.nm
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12. The paklica
TRS, V5 11,
ke found
especialky
accumula
bought fn
ware dug

VE X

as R
ed 4
ot
L in

13. Fora more
cf. SL 31R4{323.

14. A mo
the introductio

15, AS Na|12,

16. For the scientific analysis d

tablet, of. (Kram

19.

in other collactions,

detailed discussion

tmall numbers

rofessors Steph
uite a nurmbes

Mippur.

hto SLTN.

17. Follawing 3
and dev

18. If, pr
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re the major st
nt of the cu

Forge

kions invohed are CT XV, CT XXXV, OF

of literary tablets are
The Yale Bakylonian
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& Leipzig, 1922)
Falkenstein, Archai
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No. 1 is the picture of a star|it repmesents |primarily the
Sumarian rd an, "heaven." Tha very sqme sigh, howsater, is
used to represent the word dingir, 'gad."

Mo, 2| represents the word ki, "earTL' O ushy fis i tendl:d ta
be a picture pf the earth, akhough(the intdrpretagion|of the sign
is still uncertain,

Mo, 3 is probably a more or less ptylized (picturd off the ppper
part f a man's body; it representsthe ward [u, "man|"

jcture of the pudenda:; it rErEIEEE nts| the word sal,
[he same sign is used {0 rep nt thg wprd rmunus,

memrE of 2 mountain; it repfesents [the worf kur,
ry meaning is “rmou htfin "

illustiates an ingenious dewvice d v the
the Sumerian system of writing, whene enwere
epresent pictonially wWords for which rdinary

iled a|certal nt  of

the reader will note,|the sigp for t ame,

is artually a combingtion of two dig far

expres&esthf
obtaihed thair slave-girk largety fliom the [moun
about them| this compound sign| adequately re
Sumarian ward for "slave-girl," geme.

gicns
i the

Mo. A is the picture of 2 head; it represents the Sumernian| word
sag, "head."

& 110 Ful-rgu-ﬂtn B-?-ﬂh W I'nlrguﬂ-ml:n-uk.-l.nm
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No. 8 is aljo tha piture of 3 hgad; the vertical strokes, howeyer,
underlingjthe particular gart of the head which is intended, that
i, the uth. This sign, therefare, represents the Sumefian
waord ka, flmouth.] The same kign naturally enough represants
the word gug, "to speak.

No. 9 is prphably fhe picture of a bowl used primarily as a fepd-
containerf|it represents the wgrd ninda, "fecd."

MNo. 10 s|actualty|a com pnunf <ign consisting of the signs (for
mouth and food {(nas, &land § on our table); it represents the
waord ku, 1o eat”

MNo. 11 15 ater ptream; ft mepresents the word a,
"water," an excellant illustration of fthe
process by which the Sumenan script gradually lost its unwidldy
pictograp became a phonetic systemn| of
wrlting g sigh no. 11 was used primariky to
represan “water," However,
Sumerian rd @ which was identical in pran
ciation "water," but which had the enti
dHfferent in" is a word den
relations ror 4 poncept which is very difficu
EEpress Te the ariginators of the Sumefian
SCript th eniops dea that instead of trying 1o
invent a complicated picture-s|gn to reprasent
the ward [|i he sign for a, "water," since hpth
words so like. In other words, the eardy Sumerian
scribes at a dign originally belanging to a gi
word ca her word wihth an altogether
unraelated if the scund of the two words
identical. ual |spreading of this practice, the
Sumerianficript los its pictagaphic character and tended mpre
and mnre! a purely phanetlc script.

F 2010 Forgotber Beoobos
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No. 12|k 2 combinatioh nlthe qignk for "mouth” and "water"
{nos. 8 pnd 11); it reprefents the wpid nag, "o drink.”

Mo. 13| s a picture of thj IHWT rt of the leg and foot in
wa lking posiion: it FEFT‘E'S ks the rd du, "to go," and ala
the wotd gub, “to stand}"

Mo. 14|is a picture of p bipd; it refresents the word mushen,
"bird."

This sign furnishes andghe| example of the phonetic develop-
ment of the Sumedan sgript. For the(Somerian word ha not only
had th¢ meaning "flshY but also|"ay"; that s, the Sumerians
had twhk words ha which fwere pentical in pronunciation but
gquite uprelated in mearling] And %0, early in the development of
the scr{pt the Sumenap sonbes [Bpgan 1o use the sigh for ha,
“fish," Yo represent the|phdnetically (identical ha, "may," just as
in the §ase of sign no. tl ay the sign for a, "water," to
reprasgdnt the word a, "

No. 15]is a picture uf&ﬁs'l: it represents the ward ha, “fish,'

F=

Mo. L6 Js a picture of the hgad and Horns of an ox; it represents
the wnl‘d gud, "ox."

Mo. 17 )5 a picture of the head of 3 ¢ow; it represents the word
ab., 'er."

Mo. 18 )s the picture of{an par of bafley; it represents the word
e "hagley.”

i we have examined in detail
e|development of Sumerian
pHer the invention of the
sumerlan scribes found K

The sighs in the first cojump whi
are from the earliest garigd in
writing| known to datd. NPt o
pictogriphlc script, howveyer, tha

> 2010 Forgotien Books wwr. forgurttenbaoks.org
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19. For an excellen copy of the fext, of F. Thure u;ﬂangin, Les
cylindres de Gui::j, découverts par Efnest|de c a Tello
(Mujee du Lowwvre, Departemept d% antliquites grientales,
T cundiformed tome Vil Pans, 1925); for the tfanslitera-
tion land transladon| of. SAK 88-141.
20.8B1 1.
21. For a discussion and bibllography,| of. albright, [From the
Store Age to Christipnity, pp. 11
22. For a fuller comparative anabysis of the abyd niaE borrow-
ings [from Sumerian lterature, o, my rwiei:f . Heidel, The
Babylonian Genaesis{Chicago, 1942), inthe | &3.69.73,
23. The Chicago Syllabary and the Louvre Syllabary A0 7561 (AS
Mo. ¥, 1540Q).
24. For a transl'r'l:erEtiun and trTSIatiun of the text| together
withh a scientific anahsis of s significapce for |Sumeran
grammar, cf. PBS V|1, pp. 25-53,
25. ). e. 56, Cf @lso the comment |in 50, 320, Ff for the
Sumerische Lesestidcke which Pdebel hpd preparpd 4o accom-
pany the gramman (cf. ADR ;.}?, note 2{ the| hopes there
expmessed have net materialized|, unfortynately these still
remain unpublishe
26. A full discusslon of the lexical problems will be Folnd in my
study, "The present status of Sumeriam lex n% and lexico-
graphy,” which, it is|hoped, will b# publighed {n the nejr future,
27. These are SEM dnd STYC.

:rzm:lquml B-n-ﬂr.tl . mfw.l'nrguumlmch.nrg
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28, Cf. 5 3PP-323, and add “Inanna Rrefers the Fagmer! {see p.
100j,

29, Editi lames Hastings. 13 vols.: Edinburgh| 19081527
Cf. the artifle, "Cosmogony and Cosmology.” in wglume 4, pp
125-179,

30, Edited |By L. H. Gray, 1. A. MacQullach, and §. F. |Moore)]
Boston, L9LE-1932. In volume [X, Semitic Mythalogy|(1531),
Stephen Lappdon does make an attempt to sketch gomp of the
Sumeriar hological concepts. Howewver, becjuso|of the
limited I1 brial available at the time and EETSE of the|
ublquitows |linguistic difficulties. muph of the miteral there
outlined |5 quite untrustworthy and misleading

31. To o lativehy

| however, it must be frankly admﬂ.

Ittle of interpr

ad [tp portray a connected
"Gilgamdsh{ | Enkidu, and the MNeth

And so, [n Epibe of the fact that =0
I material has now bec

in our epicg|and myths. Meverthelesg, as plates v

and XVIIl shpow, some of this ghyptic erial is mpst reveallna
and instruchipe. Exce pt for the first twh designs on L al
the illust %:5 are taken from Cylinder Seals, a k recenthy
publishe Henri Frankfort, of the Oriental Insfitutd of the|

& 110 o Lo ok )
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University of Chicagb, whe if the keading living authatity an the
subjert.

3i2.in detail thede Ehliﬂfd toxts are as fol|jows: BE MXXI| 35, 55
fef. JAOS 60.24E8) 2594 a 2 Mo, 11, p. 89 note 1283 HAY 11,
12:SEM 21, 22; JRTI39; L9 (= k& 30,127 ..

i3 GG p 4

34, AS Mo, 10,

35. These are]| CHS 1 ZI-II-Eé 15150, 29/13.438, P5.13.536,
29.15993 29.158 58 29.15.453; Ni 4241,

36, SEM 2]1.

7. The Sumeriap transligeration of theze lings reads:

1. an ki-ta ba-ra-pad

2. ki an-ta ba-dafsur

2, mu-narm-la-ug b3 a-3-ba

4. u4 an-nl an batan

<, den-lil-li ki ba$n-

6. deres-ki-pal-lajkus g7-bi-36 im-matab-rig?-aba

38. The text is capted by|langdon in PBS X 416,

39, The Sumeriafh transliteration of these lings reads:

1. en-¢ nig-du?-q pa na-:ll-ﬂ-ém-ml-in-é
2, en-nam-tar-rafnatsy -ny-bal-e-de
3. den-lil-numun}kakm-ma-ki-ta-ell-tde

N-51
1)

4, an ki-ta bad-aq-d
S. ki an-ta bad-d{-d

¥
5

a_
a-

An-ga-am-ma-a
an-ga-am-ma-a

|

n
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40. The latter half of this Sumdgrlan poom, trgndated almost
verhatim ?I:; Accadian, is knowp|as the twelf{h tablet of the
Babyknian| "Epic of Gilgamesh"; pur Sumerian poem cldrifies
this adian taklet, whose meanitg has remained obscuge for
mor: | than| half 3 century. A fu)l| discussion e problems
invafwad will be found in the critipal review of |F. (M, Th. B&hl,
Het QilgamespEpos (Amsterdam, 1941), which (| 3m preparing
forthe JADE.

41. TRS 10.36-37, Although treatdd in this list ad the wife of An,
her epithey ama-tu-an-ki, "the m%herwhn gave |bitth to hgaven
and efrth,| reveals her original character. CF a Mlleile
{=TR3 7Li[l6), whera the goddeds|Nammu s d ibad as@ama-
palil-g-tu-djngir-sar-sar-ra-kad-ne| 'the mother, (the ancestrass,
whao gave Hirth to all the gods."

42, Fqr a comparative analysis of the Sumerian popoepts of the
creattn the universe and th revealed [in| the Sdmitic
creation egic Enuma elish, cf. my fpmments in 140% 63 .649-F2.
43, Cf. the| Sin hymn restored frem SRT 9 and TRS 21 A0S
€0.41P).

A4, CL HAM 4.8-10. It i% not imp ble that HAM 4 §= part gf the
apic @le "fugalbanda and Mt Higrom" {cf. SL 321, No. 2]; the
other| tablgts and fragments belanging to this| pgem arg CB5
7025, 29.16.228; OECT | pl. 19 {S#vensan tablet); [SEM 20k TRS
0.

45, Cf. SEM 21.44-36 and s du;ﬂcate SRT 35.3-9} also AR No.
10, p.|5, 11.45-47, where line 47 |4 to be restordd {o read:(dutu
g4an(7]-nunita el1-da-a-ni.

&
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WIAI;'W. lorgottenbooki.org



L 167

4b. Cf. the tahlpt Kish 1932, I.SEL[IHAS &2.9144921) i 2, which
can bp restored from its duplicatps CBS 29.15.384 and 29,1684
to redd; dutu 4 3 sag-ikla muun-du. All these

-ama-ni-dnin-
the apic taIEFGi amesh{ and Huwawa" [cf, 51
ch | am now preparing.

47, BBl 4; note|alse the Pinches pilingual identified by Barton
a8 ese are CBS 3176, 3315 (10309, 10322 10412, 13853,

2913574, 29.15611; MNi Z307||The fojlowing groups farm
joing": CBSX 8176 + 8315 + 13553 L0305 +1041¢.

49, For the t:jlet-; and fragments utillz¢d to [reconstruct the
preceding notes.

o0, The poem|consists of reximatdaly 213 lines of text
m the following|tablets |and fragments: BL 1;
1402p, F9.13.,7, 19,13]183, 25.13.223,
29.15|35, 29.1967, 291.15.74, 29.15.420 29.15.650; Ni 3047,
ng groyps fofm "joins™: 2244
+29.15.35 + 29.15.74; 29.13.T + 2515650

e poem|consists of apprpximatdly 308 lines of text
i the following k5 ments: BBl 7:

= Iiillﬂ' : | iy, [orgothenhooks org
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“at |east bed in JAQS €0.235, note 15); Ni 111F, 3337,
2473 27 pements weore identified by |me [after] the
publicatic b 50,239, nota 15).

3. Thep gt of close to 200 lines of text

. 3l Langdon, Semitic Mythokgey, chpgter|v.

L5. TRS €2: ¢f. JADS 54417 obv, 1 and rev. E;Dl hiis | text
43 ®he two

5&. The Sdmefian fransliteration of these lines reaps:

. a-&a-ga Eu Ba-n [qin-tl 3-d en-kl-ga-ka
ud-1-anp turl-aqni
N TF- Sl i

R R R
3
2

& 2010 Forgotben B-th s forgottenhaskd.org
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Iﬂ-ém

g9-am itu-
[P-gim ia-7
jin-tu ama

10,
11.
12.
13.
14,

u
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ia-
d
d

S7.(F
of s
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xt, cf. th
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mokif

5o,
fo
1.
ib:

atd
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ing tablets
a4; STVC
14045 54
inghy.

B

60| TH
they 4
2216,

g pOEm ¢
plowing
4916 10
2916251 HRED
X 4 30 SEM B
a0.4F note 26

&, where the nu

Bl.|PES V25,

c2.PES I, 1.
M| 4151.

JMNi2724.

h.-
of Gen Ef-ij

A-a-ni nam-m -3

ya here a pn
.

pogy

text of the

. 10350,
Z23; NI 4031

1

g L]
im ia-ddg-nu -E-gim
%alarn-ka Ta-r-pi

in-sar in-tutud

[l precesting
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-ka

t'ﬁlized in the recenstruction

5.

b of the "forbidden frult”

is reconstruocted from the

b 29.15.38; NI 4006; PES X 2,
ragments form a "join"); TRS

which are o be modified

of taxt reconstructed from
ts: BE XxXI 20; CRS 2167,
207, 2915237, 215.16.184,
[ | pk. 1-4; FBS | 2, 105; PBS
Cf. ako JADS S4.416; JAQS

erf b should read 9; 5L 322 no.

22,

&
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&5, The Sumerian transliteration of these linag feads

1. mu-4-mi mu-3-ma
2. kug-dinanna-ra dumUvFu-ﬁr gaa-ab-si. .|

3. nam-en nam-si nam-dipgir aga-3i-mah gigu-ga-nam-lugal
4, kug-dinanna-ked £u batti
L. Mu-i-mad mu-a-ma
&, kug-dinanna-ra dumu-mu-0r gatna-ab-sl . .|,
7. pa-mal) ebur-fubur bafa-mal) nam-sibad nam-lugal
£, kug-dinanna-ked fu bafti

6&. The Sumeran transliteration of these linef reads

1. mu-a-md mu-a-ma
2. kug-dinanna-ra dumu-mu-dr gatna-ab si. .
3. namrnagar nam-tibirg nam-dub-sar namshmug| nam-asgab
nam-lu-7 nam-dim nam-ad -ke-d
4, kug-dinanna-ked fu bafti

&7. In detail the reconstruction of the line text is| as
follows {the line numbering is approximate): 1-
PESI 1, [{=A] ) 21-50 broken; 51165 = NI 27
99, broken; 100-144, restored from repeate
= A iii; 160-171, restored from [repeated
broken; 182-234, restoregd from repeated passdges; P27-270F A
bv; 271-285, restored from repeated passages:
J0E-340 = A v, J50-367, pestored fram repa

391, broken: 392-402 = A vi; 413-413, br
4151 obv.; 413-824 = FBY V 25.

&8.PB5X 4, 14,

&9, 5EM 116.

70. CB5 21648,

= Il;lltr Forgotben P-c:-nh N !]:'r!uﬂ:-tﬂl:n-uh_nm
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71l The Sumeriar transliteration of these Enes reads:

. |ama-ni{l) mugd-my-gar-ra-zu i-gakla-am *-dingir-ri{e-ne kgs-

Fad O ek

]
.aLa-imnugu-aI:z ka|u-mu-e-ni-&ar
si.g?-en-sig?-d‘Lg m mu-eg-gurd-gurd-fi-ne za-e¢ mp-Glkd (-
ni-gal
nin-malf}-e anrta-zu hé-ag-e
nin-¢ d5u-zi-ap-n3 dnin-ma-da dnin-bafa dnin-bara
nin-tadim dsgr-car-GABRA dnin-nigin-ni
u-tu-a-zu farp-ah-gub-bu-ne
ma-mu 2a-¢ nam-bi 0-mu-e-tar dnin-mai)-e ?-bi héfked
- di-ddnamili .| . -ked nam-lﬂ-[uﬁ-;ﬁ

tu

3

- L

7Zl The Louwvre tirhle i3 publhed in TRS(71: for the Wniverdity
tMuseum tablet, of. notes 68-70.

73 In detail thef redonstruction of the Bnes of the fext is|as
follows: 1-35 = Al{= §EM 116 + PES X 4, 14 + CB5 2164} |; 6-2] =
B {= TRS 71} i; EE-E = B @i; 58-136 = A i, iii, v; B4-1p4 = B|iii;

115-132 = Biv. OF. 5| 322 no. 6 and JADS 54.418, which are(to

be modified a inghy.

?dt::r a more detailed comparison of the Semitic pogm and|its
Sumerian forerunners, of. my comment in|JADS 83.69-33,

75 CfATU 14,

76, The text of this |epic, known 1o Babylonians by fhe name
lugal {ar lugal-e)-p4-me-lam-bi-nir-gil, & reconstructed from the
following tablets and| fragments: AQ 4135 (= RA 11.22: BE XXIX
2, B, 6 7,8, 10 13; BE XXX 8, 32; CBS 1205, 2161, 2156, 2347,

. 7994, BFa3,( 13876 150856, I9.13.583, 13659,
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licats,
- [= 4R
VAaG
BB, 2239 2743, 2764:; SBH 71:

of. ATU 14, p. 264):
pl. 12 + additiang); K

coammen

F7.CF 5l

Ebih, cf. kA 31-

78. These are
STWVC 42,

79. Thesa are

80.5L29

B1. FES

82, BE XX

B3.RA 34.93-]

=]

-
-

#-314.

WAT|251 {KGV pl. 80). In 2
ished and 19 unpublishad,
pradper position in |the

: e i

6. 10321, 13103, 15

br the
El%a| texts as part of this ep
60235, note 1%5.

0.9,

.9 land BASOR 58.7. [For th
4f.

BS X 4, 5: PRS X1l 47: SEM 90,
s 42

pb, 29.16.32; NI 211, 3

1ia

, 29,168,439, 29.16.453;

Kp2
2{53 (= AR pl,
VIl pl. 13; cf. ppl 676 #f.); KAR 13,

pic, we hijve the
h probably belong to t& poerm but|are still

ForgotenBosksary

X 133 {= A
99 f= AT\

SKT pp.
)14, p.
23, no.
14, 17,
26, 38:
ese 49
now he

SEM 25, 32
ddition 1o t
which can

8, 15120;

canfusion ihvohled
o (SEM p. 3], of. myy

p corrected peading
103, 106, 107, 105:

DE2, 4042,
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Sumerian Mytholopy

B4. S5EM S0, 45, 48,

73

85. Cf. RA 36|78 far nos.|10 and| 11; no. 12 will appear in $LTH.
86. For no. 13 of. BASOR|79.22-23; for no. 14 cf, SL pl. 10,

&7. Followi ic the transliteration :IJI translation |of the
marked pa-;sfge ah no.|B of plate XX, ich contains the vy
beginning of the poam:

1. an-gakta K-gal-3& pestug-ga-pi na-an-gup

2. AN an-gal-ta ki-gal-3¢ gestug{ga-ni na-an-gub

3. dinanna an-gakta ki-gpl-5& gaitug-ga-ni ha-an-gub

4, nin-mu an mu-un-5uk| ki mu-pn-suk kur-ra ba-e-a-ell

5, dinanna an mu-un-5ulb ki muun-£ub kurpra ba-e-a-ell

6. hamren mu-uh-Sub ngdm-nin Mu-un-3ub kor-ra ba-e-a-¢11
From the “great abovel' she set her mind toward the "great
below,*

The poddess| from the (great abowve" she [set her mind {owand,
the "great bdlow,”

Inanna, from] the "great ahove" she set her mind towprd the
“ereat belowl*

My lady abandoned heaven, jbandoned |earth, to the|nether
world she degcended,

Inanna abangdoned heaven, apandoned parth, to the|nether

warld she defrended,
Abandoned hordship, ab
she descendad,

Following s

passage an np, 13 which

a transinaration
describes the dea

andoned ladyship

tian of the

and translf
h of the godd

to the nether wol

|d

marke
pog:
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Uz

After fhrese dayn

Tha goam then continues with the sffart
her back t4
last three ljpes

ger, Minshubur,
interyenes and
resurfectlon pa

Sixty fFimes, th
sprinkled upon
Inanma arase,

Inanna ascends

28.
£om

85 Vv L

entary, cff PBS IV 1, pp. 9-70.

i-gal-la-ked gikgu-za-na i-niin-tus
un-si-in-%ug

igal seated herself upon h
the seven judges, pronou

e word which tortures ﬂ:ﬂ

hung from a stake.

to have the gods bring
nanna m resurrected. The
fcage read:

[Inanna's dead body),
{fram the nather world.

for Poebel's transliterat

!

heir eyas upon her, the eyd

b and three nights had passed,

-nam-ti-la 60 a-nam-ti-la ugu-na bi-n-Sub-bu-u
nna ba—fE:
nna kurta ba-ell-de

food of life, sixty times, the water of life

pn, transk

rthrana, p

¢ of death.
Spirkt,
5B,

. of lnanna

ForgotenBopksary

ced judgment

11
afon

s mgssan-
, IifeIEnki

thjs

| thay

tinn
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Sumerian Mythology “JE. 118

89. SEN) 58; for Chier's trans|iteration and translatign, Bf. SRT
pp- 14-33.

4. Thetext is reconsyucted frpm SEM 92-93 and SRTB.
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& The date 2000 8. C,

11 mIrian Compostion
about 250 years as a
date|as low as about ]

in the Hilpr
rsity (lena) have

SUPFLEMEN

ForgotenBosksary

"ARY NOTES

ht
be

inin 1857:

fu'i

on which the

reduced by
th point to a
key figure in

o the clay tablet
ribed should

cent studies WT
B. C. [for Hammurabi,

3

Fagmants are
rather than
Mippur, if we
LIy Museum-
rian literary
rich-5chiller
fall of 1955
"Sumerische
Wissansc haf-

i

it Jena, 1955/6,

pages 753-763), and History Begins at Sumer [tee following
note] pages 226-236. & firkt voldme of the Hilpregcht Collection,
conspsting of fifry-seven thd meore importany tablets and
fragrpents will be pubkshed in the near future by the Fried rich-
2chiller University ang the German Acadenry of |Sclence, The
tablgts from Ur, as | lgamped duping a stay in Logdon, are over
four lhundred In numbpr. Most of these have begn copled over
the years by C. ). Gad{, and wil] be published in[the course of

of Semerian Mytholo

nt farm than th;: pr

Che

{1

bumaglan literary wo has taken a
njequd at the time of {he publication
(344). |1 have since regljzed that the

= iHIHZI' Forgotten B-ﬂ-ﬂhl |
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Sumerian WL AT?

definitive efigjon of eath of the Su
hymns, lamenfations, estays, and prov

of copies o atugraphf of the table

ian myths, epic tales,
b collections, consisfing
rogather with transifte-
could not possibly| be
Row concantrated |his
text of many of the
nm dazens of individual
out the museums the
detiiled studies of |[1)
' Myth"; (2] "Inanda's
3 and Bilulu" {coauthar
imdu: The Woning of
ratta”; {&) "Giampzh
mentation Over the
well as a number of
ik, see my "Sumenian

commentarie
no  matter
scholardy effarts, espedlally since th
compositions pust be pieced together
tablets and|figements spattered throu
warld over.|AR of taday, (| have publsh
ursag: 2 Sumerian 'Fara
i Nethar World™; {3] "Ina
Thorkild Jaﬂsen}; {4) 'Cumuzi and E
Inmerkar nd the Lord of
g of the| Living", (7) '
"Schooldays,"
smaller piedes| far full biblicgraphical d

'wo important editipns
e naar future are * Bnki

and the World Onder: The Organizatiph of the Earth and|fts
Cuktural Processes,” and "Two Elegied |In a Pushkin Musepm
Tabler," prépdrad as a|result of a regpnt visit to the Soyiet
Unian. | haye |plso sketched the contenff and cited translatipns

br of the [Sumerian lie
Fram the TaHkets of Symer [1356),
on has apgeared under t

Yy campositions in pmy
which a revised and
title History Baging at

. moareaver | have d
nare defipitive editions
t with my pguidance
Bergmann pfi| the Pontifical Biblical
prepared publication "The Deeds

noin several younger
a number of Sumerfan
d help. Thus Father
stitute at Rome has
d Explois of Ninunta"
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178 .3

{san pp. 7983 of Sumeridn Jﬂythnlngv]: “The
to Nippur®| [and the larga and

Hymns." G) Castelling, of thy ljnhrerﬁiw af Rome, has prepared
on two hymns

" Or. Edmund rdon, former Repearch Associate
in the University Museumy and now teaclling at Harvard

University, | has prepared oublication 2 [drge part of the
Sumerian groverbs. As a fesylt|of all this scholdrly activity, | am
planning the publication of |a volume engtled “Sumerian

Lieeratupe: || & Representagwe  Crossection,”| consisting  of
translations| only, of th ore impartant Shmerian |iverary
waorks, wTrh should pro of fundamentdl wvalue to the
humanist afd student of e tLrE and culture ip general.

d. A number of impo
made during the war-yea
Nippur: s2¢ my [raqi

apd|afterwards at Harma, Ugair, and
wns During ghe War Years
{University| Musaum Bullztin, ol XNl no. 2] pp. 1-28), and
"Mercy, Wisdom, and Justice: Some New Documents from
Nippur" [Uppversity Museum |Edlletin, vol. X¥I, no. 2, pp. 23-39).

t Eerian inscriptional finds were

2, For a frly representatipe| crass-saction 9f the Sumerlan
hymnal m?erial, REE n;l.' m Falkenstein'q cantribution to
Sumerischg |und Akkadisghe len

zlso my refpew in Biblictheda Drientalis {Leid
170-176.

nen und Gekete {1953); see
| vol. XI, pages

literature, $fe E. I Gordop's stpdy "A New Look at the Wisdom
of Sumer apd Akkad" to appganin the coming ifsue of Bibliothe-
ca Orientalis {Leiden], g.|In pddition to the kogue" tahlet
discussed there are now| sid more “catalogue}" availablp; see
"Gitter-Hynen und Kelt |[Gesdnge der Sufnerer auf Twei
Keilschrift-Matalogen' in| der LHinre-cht Sammiuong”" {Wissen-
schaftliche| [Zeitschrift der Friedrich-Schiller Wniversitat Jena,

f. Far a detailed and iIIurEn; tixg sketch of Sumherdan "wisdom"
d

'll-'* 2010 Forgoten B-ﬂ-ul:nh ey, [orgottenhooky org



tumerian Mythclogy WL 1T

1956/7, pages 389-395) and tHe Introduction to Mos. 53-55 of

ﬂ'll-r forthcoming volu af Symegfian rary texts from the

"Hilprecht Sammiung" {see note b bave

h.[The dates for the Third asltv 1 Ur and tha classical

Sumerian perlod should pe lowerad |by akout a century; see also

n a abova.

i. For the probable influgnee of Bu .frian lkerature on the Bible,

sep my "Sumerian Litergture amj‘ & Bile" In Studla Biblica et

Oientalia, vol. IN{1959)] pages 1851204,

j- For a modification of gne of the ri-sn ex in this poem based

upan tablets which re  unkngwn the tlme Sumerian
hology was written, seel niy "Glgamesh: Some New

ot

k.

fo

an

;Tm.
o

ﬁgether in Surmerian

of te Septiéme Rencontre

dition will now be found trans|
icle mantioned in n '

. as itwere: and that

my "Death and the
ign Literary Texs" in a
Leanard Woolley.

e of their fragmentary

mi| which were omitted
Jt and cranslated in the

T insgribed with Two elegiss
firsttime that the Sumerian
n aﬂE setting, cantinues s

at nht, tuming night into

foo, ends ifs "day of rest "
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180 1.7 ForgotenBaphs.ary
that |is the twenty-eighth|day|of each manth, in the Nether
World.

n. A |modified interpretatipn uL1hE first part of thel myth will
now pe found in History B4gins gff Sumer, pages 84-58

. Thorkild Jacobsen offe nslation in vnlum.‘- the
lournal of Mear Eastern 5t hich differs significpntly fram
ming, and draws the conglusign|that man, after "gpvelgping”
below the surface of the "shot forth® from|the |=arth
thraygh a hole made by he top crust of thiLeart'l, But
his tyanslatian af the re ings is by no mean, gertaip, as |
hope to show in a future the composition.

p. A full edition of the myt w he found in Sup lemInt:arv
Study No. 1 of the Bulletin American Schoals[gf Oriental
Resefrch! see ako Ancien Easternh Texts Relyting 1o the
Cld Jestament {James Pritg diter) pages 37-40/

q. A definitive edition of this will appsear in a fgrthcoming
number of the Wesensthaftjidhe Zetschrift der| Friedrich-
Schiller UniversititJena (sde n cabave],

r. Far a translation of tis l"L-,.I;Emal" myth, =es rw, am
Fall%nstein in Surmerische ind adische Hyrminen upd Gebete,
pp. 133-137.

s. Pagps 6B-75. For another vemsion of the creatigh off man,
suggpsted by Thorkild Jacopsen] see hote o abowve,

t. Foy a madified version of this myth see now Histofy Begins at
Sumer, pages 172-174.

u. F3r a revlsed edition f "Inanna's Descent to ‘Te Nether
World" see now Journal of Cuneiform Studies, vol. ¥ pp{1-17;

'I.'-IP Ilﬂlﬂ' Forgotber) Broodes
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ra pumbdr of newly ideptified pieces see my [Death and the
ethdr Worll According th the Sumenian Literany Texts" in the
rthgaming Woalley Festschrift (see nate k).

. Thﬂ "Flong" tablet publkhed by Poebel still rarmains undupli-
ted

. Tlt ""MTria,gE of Marw" tablet published [by Chiera still
malps undpplicated,

tudigs, voll(ll, pp. 39-70;|see ako Ancient Meal Eastern Texts

Fu’E! detdiled study of [this poem see Journal of Cuneffarm
elatihg 1o the QOld Testament, pp. 41-42,

G 2010 Forgotber Dok e lorgotténbogks org
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ENDNOTES

e tranglated Sumerian s5ages ftalics | indicate  doubtful

erngs as Il a5 foreign words. Words petwesn parentheses are

izn text bt are added for purposes of clarfication,
brackels are brakdn away ahd bos) from the original,
igd by the author, MWords bgtweeh quotation marks

nt lifergl tramslations of| Sumenan wgrds whose fuller
icatlons jrel 100 uncertain to peErmil a njore idiomatic rendering.
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